

Stanford Rivers PARISH COUNCIL

	


	
	MINUTES
	

	Meeting:    PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:  16th July 2026
	Time: 5.30pm


Toot Hill Village Hall, Toot Hill Road, Toot Hill, Essex
PRESENT:

Councillors (6)  	Cllr Glover (Chairman), Cllr Jackson, Cllr Mrs Jackman*, Cllr Hollington, Cllr Saridja
	Cllr Adams
	
* for part of meeting
Also in Attendance (1) - Adriana Jones – Clerk

Members of the Public (7) 5 Members of the public, plus two invited representatives
Members of the Press (1)

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
The Chairman welcomed the public, all of whom were present regarding the Nickerlands Solar farm project.  A number of questions were raised, and these are recorded under the relevant agenda item.

P14.1513 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Tallon, plus EFDC Cllr Amos and Cllr Shaw.

P14.1514 OTHER ABSENCES
None.

P14.1515 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Hollington declared an interest relating to EPF/0694/26 on the agenda.

P14.1516 MINUTES
Councillors APPROVED the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 22nd June 2026.

P14.1517 NICKERLANDS SOLAR FARM
The Chairman welcomed Jeff Dummett, Head of Development at Ethical Capital whose role is to support the preconstruction development of the site and stakeholder engagement side of the development. Also present was Nadia Panagou, Portfolio Director representing asset owners Triple Power Generation Limited who are working with Ethical Power in relation to the Nickerlands Solar Farm.  Jeff advised that Anthony Parsons – Project Director (key person with overall oversight over the project delivery through construction) had hoped to be in attendance, however had given his apologies due to childcare issues.  The residents and Councillors raised a number of questions, details of which are recorded below along with the responses received at the meeting:

	Q
	Regarding tree screening, when will that actually be completed?
Response:  The first planting season will begin in November, and this ties in with the construction programme. This is when the first planting will begin.  Jeff confirmed he would review the landscape plans along with the landscape environmental management plan to make sure that he was able to share the specification of the plants that have been agreed.

	Q
	When is the Nickerland Solar Farm due to open?
Response: Construction will start over the course of the summer, and the actual commissioning date is estimated to be some time between April and July 2027, or maybe August depending upon the grid connection.   In terms of an exact date, it lies in the hands of the distribution network operator to energise the site which is completely out of their control.  They are pushing for a connection as soon as possible; however they are at the mercy of the operator.

	Q
	Would it be feasible to get pre-grown items and plant those instead?
Response:  Jeff confirmed he would look at the specification and see what has been agreed, and what is stated in the landscape and environmental management plan relating to mature trees, soil improver, membranes, and watering, etc. 

	Q
	It is understood that oak trees are proposed to be planted, however these take decades to mature so will not provide any screening for many years. 
Response: Jeff confirmed he would share what the planting matrix looks like, however it is probable that in those areas there are a mixture of trees and plants, and oak has probably been specified throughout this development as it is a common tree within this area, in keeping with the rural surroundings.

	Q
	This timing of commissioning of the site seems a long way away when considering that planting has not even started?
Response: The closest planting season for the most effective growth of new planting is November 2026.

	Q
	Regarding the trees to be planted, what will they be as they should be of a mature size, and what would you consider to be a mature size?
Response: Jeff stated it was not for Ethical Power to specify what the definition of a mature tree is in the world of ecology and landscaping, but it is what’s specified in the planning documentation relating to this site that is important.

	Q
	Have Ethical Capital been involved in solar farm screening planting elsewhere?
Response: Jeff stated that Ethical Power have been involved in similar projects in the past and have years of experience and expertise in this sector. Ethical Power has an Operation & Maintenance division which implements the planning on such schemes, including planting, and they are also responsible for the after care to make sure that where there may be issues about trees or planting not taking, or if anything fails, that it is replanted or replaced.

	Q
	How high are the solar panels off the floor?
Response: At their highest point they will be between 2.8-3m high.

	Q
	Therefore, whatever is planted surely needs to be 3m high to screen the panels?
Response:  Jeff advised he has been involved in another scheme where they have planted mature plants of that size, however he will need to look at the specific planning condition where the heights are specified. 

	Q
	Why where the trees not planted pre-construction and earlier in the year during the previous planting seasons – why wait until November – it seems a little backwards?
Response: Jeff confirmed he completely understood this, however there are timescales involved in taking the lease of the land and getting the planning conditions put in place before any activities on site can take place, meaning the earliest that anything can be done is now, and now is not a good time to plant, hence waiting until November is the best course of action.  He apologised in this respect, stating it is normal practice to put the landscaping in after the majority of construction is underway, just in terms of making sure things don’t fail and from a health and safety perspective also.

	Q
	Is the energy that is generated going into the local Community?  It would be nice if the local people that have to put up with it got a benefit from it.
Response: Nadia advised that the energy goes into the system (the grid).  
[Cllr Jackson advised that the Parish Council had originally pushed for this]. 

	Q
	There is lorry activity (very heavy HGVs) going to and from the site starting as early as 05.45am, which goes against the conditions of planning, and they are doing speeds of about 60MPH on country lanes which is unsafe.
Response:  Jeff thanked the resident for sharing this information, stating they take this very seriously, and after this meeting he would contact the construction director to read the riot act, as if there is HGV activity relating to the site either at the wrong times or coming the wrong route, this is not acceptable. Nadia agreed. 

	Q
	Has the agreed route changes (that being access via the A113)?
Response:  no – it has not changed and is specified in the planning, and is for specific highway reasons.

	Q
	Not all HGVs are using the prescribed route, with lorries using Blake Hall Road of the A414, Toot Hill Road, going to Tawney Common and accessing generally via Toot Hill.  In addition, there is a directional sign along the A414 between the Canes Lane Roundabout and the Talbot Roundabout in the layby which mentions the ‘Toot Hill Solar Farm’, however this will cause confusion because it is not the Toot Hill Solar Farm, has never been referred to as the Toot Hill Solar Farm, and will encourage HGVs to take the right hand turning off the A414 towards Toot Hill along Blake Hall Road.
Response: In addition to the earlier response, it is possible that this sign is one of the wayfinding signs.  Vehicles are supposed to access via the A113 and Tawney Lane, and Jeff confirmed he would check this signage and the routes being used.

	Q
	Are HGVs going in the same way, and out the same way, as this could cause pinch points and cause HGVs or cars to churn up verges in trying to pass, which would be very difficult in any case?
Response: Yes – this is detailed within the construction management traffic plan in terms of how they arrange their timings, but the main bulk of deliveries will come and leave at different times, and this should effectively be managed by logistics.  This will include radio communications, however Jeff advised they would need to monitor this. 

	Q
	Is there a holding area where lorries can effectively wait their turn?
Response:  This question will be raised with the construction director, and Jeff will provide a response at a later date. 

	Q
	When will the deliveries to site start and what types of vehicles will be used – rigid or articulated HGVs?
Response: These are due to start Monday 20th July depending on the condition of the laydown area. In terms of the type of vehicles, they should be the normal HGVs, however Jeff was unsure of exactly what type of HGVs.

	Q
	Do you know how many lorries per day will be coming in?
Response:  Jeff advised he would need to check the number as the delivery time frames may have changed. 

	Q
	When this went to planning, Anglo Renewables said they would be using smaller vehicles – will Ethical Power be doing the same?
Response: The vehicle size is determined within the transport management plan - 16.5m vehicles. 

	Q
	Are there any road closures planned?
Response: One road closure has already been completed, and there is not any further disruption expected in terms of normal traffic flow, however there is a planning requirement to submit a scheme of restoration of the newly created bellmouth that was put in Tawney Lane, and the result of that application may necessitate another road closure, but this will need to be considered at that time.

	Q
	In the summer months, the verges on the rural roads are quite hard, however in the wetter winter months, the damage caused to the verges is severe which is very concerning.
Response:  Jeff advised that once the deliveries have taken place in regard to the materials, the activity will drop off quite significantly, particularly HGV delivers.   The main large deliveries are the panels and the frames, and delivery of these items should take around 2 weeks depending on the rate of delivery.  Nadia confirmed it would not all be at the same time and would be over the course of the couple of weeks. 

	Q
	When will the panels be laid out, and on what part of the site do you actually begin?
Response: Jeff advised they expect this to be in August, however he would need to check the plans to confirm exactly what part of the site would be developed first. 

	Q
	What is your relationship with the developer?
Response: Nadia confirmed they were the asset owner – Triple Power Generation Limited owns the solar farm.  Ethical Power are helping them with the construction, so they are the asset manager managing the construction.   Jeff stated that the site was previously developed by a combination of Anglo Renewables and Innovo, who then sold the site to Triple Power Generation Limited. 

	Q
	How many times has the ownership changed hands since planning was approved?
Response: Nadia advised only once, as detailed earlier.

	Q
	Do you have a local address, where you could receive an injunction?
Response: Nadia advised that the company is registered with Companies House. 

	Q
	Who should the Parish Council liaise with?  For example if we have issues with HGVs, do we liaise directly with Anthony?
Response: The Parish Council can liaise with Jeff, Nadia or Anthony, and Jeff will pass on the details of Anthony to the Clerk. 

	Q
	What is the situation with the £25,000 Community Benefit fund. 
Response: With regard to timing, the funds are usually dealt with around the time the site is commissioned which is currently estimated to be between April and August 2027.   Nadia will be in touch with us and provide an update at that time, and will liaise with the Parish Council to transfer the funds over. 

	Q
	Are there any precautions for keeping the grass cut, specifically in the summer months where there is increased risk of field/grass fires? What provisions are in place to keep the grass short?
Response: Jeff advised after being asked that sheep are a very effective way of doing this, however contained within the landscape and ecological management plan will be details as to how the ground will be managed, defining the times of year when the grass can be cut, but also taking into account biodiversity of the site and wildflower seeding, etc.  Jeff stated that it is a new problem that is being faced in terms of grass fires, and this is something that will need to be considered.
[Cllr Jackson confirmed it was in the interest of the site owner to make sure such fires do not happen as it would damage the solar panels].



The Clerk confirmed that there were details of both the main permission (EPF/1546/24) and other discharge of reserved conditions applications on the EFDC website, which did go into detail of the types and heights of plants and trees to be planted, and read some of these out at the meeting.  The Clerk confirmed she would place an update on the Parish Council Facebook page if needed. It was noted there were not thought to be laurels included in the Landscape plan.

Cllr Jackson stated he felt it was the responsibility of the Parish Council to keep a close eye on the activity of the site on behalf of residents, and to feed back as and when, which was why it seemed to make sense that we had the direct contact details of the Construction Director so we could liaise directly with the relevant member of the team. 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would liaise directly with Jeff and Nadia in terms of the questions raised tonight, and Jeff confirmed he expected to return responses within a couple of days.   Nadia advised that it was indeed disappointing that Anthony could not make the meeting and apologised for not being able to answer some of the questions raised, and requested details of questions and points raised be passed to herself or Jeff, and they will come back to the Parish Council with responses, and the Parish Council could in turn feed these back to the local community.

Cllr Mrs Jackman asked if the Parish Council notifies all residents of these matters, to which the Clerk advised that details are published on the Parish Council website and Facebook, however it is not the responsibility of the Parish Council to let all residents know about such planning applications, however we did what we could with the resources available.  Cllr Jackson advised that details were included in the News and Views which is sent to each home in the Parish.  Cllr Jackson also suggested a short one-off News and Views could be sent to those on the circulation list with the questions and answers. 

The Chairman thanked Jeff and Nadia, and members of the public for attending.  

P14.1518 RCCE RURAL HOUSING MEETING
Councillors AGREED a date of Tuesday 28th July 2026 10am for a session with Paul Barham, Development Manager Hastoe Housing Association, and Laura Atkinson, Senior Rural Housing Enabler & Community Led Housing Advisor at RCCE, to start the process of looking at whether or not there are any potential sites for affordable housing in the Parish.  Councillors noted that this did not mean building would take place, but was part of an initial process to establish if this was a possibility, before any wider public consultation took place. 

P14.1519 STANFORD RIVERS SIGN
Councillors were reminded that the new Parish Sign for Jubilee Green was erected a few weeks ago, and were asked to consider the following matters:

1. The sign (along with other areas including London Hoist Wall and the Gateway Signs) were the subject of graffiti. This was reported to both Essex Police and the Safer Communities team at EFDC.   The Neighbourhood Community Team confirmed they had circulated the image to their children’s and young person officers as well as the entirety of the Neighbourhood policing team. It was also reported in the press.  Graffiti to the wall and the gateway signs were outside the control of the Council however Cllr Adams advised that the matter of graffiti on the new Parish Sign could have been addressed, however the graffiti had actually already been cleared by a local resident.   Cllr Adams confirmed some further repainting would be needed, and this was AGREED.

The Clerk advised there had been a complaint from a local resident in relation to the new sign, the rock garden below the sign, and the artificial flowers at the gateway signs.  Councillors noted that the memorial Stanford Rivers sign had been repainted gold due to not being visible.  Cllr Adams provided a further brief history of why it was agreed to have a new sign.  Councillors noted this objection letter, however remained confident in the actions the Parish Council had taken. 

Councillors also discussed the positioning of the sign, with some suggesting it should be moved 90% so was more visible.  Once again, Cllr Adams provided an update on the significant work and on site meeting that had taken place to agree the location of sign, setting out that a number of factors had to be considered including ensuring no impact on the visibility splays for Church Road. A vote was taken as to whether or not to move the sign 90%, the result of which was 5 against, and 1 for.  As such it was AGREED to leave the sign where it was.  

Discussion took place regarding the rock garden at the bottom, stating that whilst it was a good idea, it did perhaps need some improvement.  Cllr Adams advised that the initial idea was to get input from the community, with a note placed on our Facebook page asking for donations of rocks, etc.  Cllr Adams stated it wasn’t quite finished, and that some additional work would be taking place with some additional planting so that very little work was needed to maintain the area. Cllr Adams asked that if any Councillors had any suggestions, they should contact him directly.

Councillors took the opportunity to thank Cllr Adams for his work with the sign. 	

2. Councillors AGREED a hedgehog and insect houses to be installed at the base of the sign, helping the Parish Council with its duty to support biodiversity in the area. 

P14.1520 INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/2026
Councillors formally NOTED the internal audit for 25/26 which was conducted remotely on 19th June 2026. There was one resultant recommendation which was to undertake and minute a review of the Risk Assessment and internal Controls during the year of audit, which actually took place at the May 2026 Annual Parish Council meeting. 

P14.1521 MEMBERS REPORTS
· Chairman's Report – No report

· Vice Chairman's Report – No report

· District and County Councillor reports – Cllr Amos had provided a brief written report, setting out that there was little to report from the District Council. There had only been one meeting of the Council in this new electoral year which was just dealing with election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council and committee appointments. Cllr. Alan Lion was elected as chairman and Cllr. Janet Whitehouse as vice chairman. The next meeting would be on 23rd July 2026.

· Parish Councillor reports – none

P14.1522 FINGER POSTS
a. Councillors NOTED that the two new finger posts were now complete, and awaiting collection and installation.  The Councils Grounds maintenance contractor had been advised.
b. Councillors NOTED there was a further metal finger post at the corner of Berwick Lane and the A113 London Road – this was recently hit by a vehicle, however Cllr Purkiss (Theydon Bolis PC) was passing, pushed it back in position and all was good except it could do with re-setting.  The Clerk wanted this recorded so there was a record of finger posts in the Parish.  The Chairman advised it was a Maldon Ironworks sign put in by the District Council.   

P14.1523 GATEWAY SIGNS
a. Councillors recalled it was originally agreed to place plastic flowers into the troughs at the base of each gateway sign to Stanford Rivers – the reason for this being it would be extremely costly to maintain fresh plants, along with presenting a safety hazard for any maintenance of fresh flowers.  This was completed nearly two years ago, and the flowers were now somewhat faded. Councillors noted as previously reported in the agenda that a complaint had been received from a member of the public regarding this, details of which had been read out.  Councillors discussed this matter, and it was agreed that the flowers would probably need replacing once every one to two years.  Cllr Saridja stated that it was possible they could be washed, and that he would look into this.  It was AGREED the Clerk would look into the cost of replacing these flowers. 

b. Graffiti – Graffiti on the Gateway Signs was reported 28/6/26 to ECC reference number Ref: 4047090. Response received 6/7/26 stating ECC had risk assessed this and determined that it does not need immediate action, and that they have recorded this issue and will continue to monitor the area during future inspections. If the issue further deteriorates, they will consider including it in any future works in the area.  The Clerk advised that she had asked ECC Cllr McIvor to expedite the matter as to leave this graffiti in situ gives the wrong impression of an area and will encourage more antisocial behaviour.  In terms of the report to Essex Police, the Clerk received a report as follows: 
“Our team of investigators, working with the information available to us, have reviewed your report. At the moment, regretfully, we do not believe that carrying out further reasonable enquiries would lead to the successful identification of a suspect or detection of the crime. We know that you, like us, will find this disappointing. We would like to reassure you that if further evidence becomes available, we will review this decision. If you have any more evidence which can help us progress your report, please use the reference number supplied and get in touch with us.”
Cllr Adams stated that the Graffiti could be removed with cellulose thinner, and that he would have a look.

P14.1524 ESSEX POLICE SPECIAL CONSTABLE FOR STANFORD RIVERS
The Clerk advised that Les Hawkins, Specials Supporting Policing Coordinator for Essex Police, had advised that previous PC Andy Cook was a candidate in the recruitment process ready to take on the role of Community Special Constable with Stanford Rivers PC. This was good news as they do not have to wait for the candidate to complete the extensive training before they can start, as it was someone already known to them. Andy Cook had retired as a regular officer and would be rejoining Essex Police as a Special Constable and had indicated interest in the Stanford Rivers CSC role.  At this stage, there was no specific timescale for a start time because Mr Cook still needs to complete the recruitment and vetting process, however Les has confirmed he will keep the Council updated on progress.  The Clerk advised that the Parish Council held £1,000 in the EMR for this. Councillors asked if Mr Cook did take on this role, what would this mean in terms of the service the Parish would get.  For example, how many hours would be committed to being in the Parish per month, what sort of access would the parish Council have to Mr Cook, and what sort of activity would he undertake. The Clerk advised she would ask these questions and advise the council at the next meeting.

P14.1525 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Councillors NOTED that the Clerk had asked the Councils grounds maintenance contractor to complete the following works:
· Cutting back the lower branches on the trees at Toot Hill Village Green Triangle as they were making it difficult to cut the grass under the trees
· Cut back the perimeter hedges at the Toot Hill Village Hall as they were beginning to intrude into the access way.  
· Attempt a repair of the Hare Street sign in Stanford Rivers – (sign removed – clerk currently querying)
· Remove pile of old Leylandii in the grounds of the Toot Hill Village Hall
Councillors also asked that he also be asked to look at re-erecting the sign that was down by Milrites.  

P14.1526 BUS SERVICE BETWEEN ONGAR AND PASSINGFORD BRIDGE
The Clerk advised she had contacted both Ongar Town Council and Stapleford Tawney Council asking if they would be willing to support this Council with lobbying various transport bodies and authorities to improve sustainable transport options between Ongar and Passingford Bridge.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that this Council had previously tried with TFL and ECC to extend the 375 service from Passingford Bridge.  The Clerk provided an update on the S106 agreements for large development around Ongar in terms of what funds would be spent on what transport services:
· EPF/1356/24 – 36 homes at the Paddocks – None for public transport
· EPF/1404/24 – 85 Homes at Greensted Road – £255k for improvements to bus services between Brentwood and Ongar. Also residential travel plan and coordinator, improvements to various road layouts
· EPF/1782/25 – 92 home Bowes Field – not decided yet – no details of what ECC want
· EPF/2446/25 – 90 homes Land to the West of Ongar – not decided yet by ECC has stated they want £259,615 for Passenger Transport improvements for bus services between Chelmsford and Ongar.
· EPF/2787/23 – 119 homes land behind the BP garage - £320K improvements to bus services from and to Chelmsford, Ongar and Epping
Councillors discussed that there was clearly a gap in provision, with Ongar / Brentwood / Chelmsford being very well served, but nothing for this Parish.  It was AGREED to continue to place pressure on the decision makers, including ECC, for a service at this location.

The Clerk also provided Councillors with an update on the latest TFL stated position regarding the re-opening of the Ongar-Epping Central line, which was included in the 27th January 2026 EFDC Place Scrutiny Committee Meeting minutes.  

P14.1527 CLERKS COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE REPORT
Members RECEIVED a verbal report from the Clerk as follows:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed out to members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) Update to members interest form required (emailed out to Councillors 11/7)
c) External Audit information submitted and received.
d) Details regarding the EFDC S62A Designation can be found at https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/planning-and-building/s62a-designation-faqs/.
e) Update to River Roding Project - This includes Recent photographs from site: General project progress | The River Roding Project | Engage Environment Agency, a news feed article confirming that the major earthworks are complete as the embankment is now constructed to its full height Embankment completed to full height | The River Roding Project | Engage Environment Agency as well as an updated timeline
f) Letter from ECC regarding the Trucam signs along the A113 – Clerk provided update

P14.1528 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Cllr Adams stated that Essex Police had made some progress on the reports they provide, however it was still not as good as it was.  Their website now had a Neighbourhood Watch page with crime reports, but very little could be obtained from it.  In terms of crime, there had been one theft of a black land rover.  It was noted that even through the graffiti had been reported, it was not showing on this crime report.

P14.1529 VEHICULAR SPEEDING AND SAFETY MATTERS IN THE PARISH
a) Community Speedwatch – No update, however Camera would be taken to the Toot Hill show to promote it.

b) HGVS USING SCHOOL ROAD / STEWARTS FARM
It was noted that this matter was still causing issues locally.   The Clerk advised that a complaint had been received regarding lorries using the road as early as 5am, and that she had responded to the complainant with details from the EFDC Enforcement Team which included the monitoring form which would allow EFDC to collate evidence of breaches.  The resident was not happy stating was she expected to sit and watch at 3am in the morning, as this was unreasonable.  The resident had subsequently written to Alex Burghart MP, and copied in the Clerk, the response from Mr Burghart being as follows:
“Alex has been trying to get a weight restriction order for Ongar High Street for almost ten years, and will certainly ensure concerns about the diversion of large lorries are addressed if and when Essex County Council chooses to put the restriction in place. In broad terms, Alex understands if a WRO is in place, the sat navs large lorries use will divert them to the next suitable A road, rather than allowing them to cut through small country lanes. Alex has had a number of complaints about large lorries travelling through Toot Hill, and is advising those affected to raise their concerns about road safety and damage to the roads and pavements with Essex County Council, as the highways authority, so the Council is fully aware of the concerns of local residents. Alex will also write to the Council to highlight the issue, but he feels the more complaints which are raised, the better!”

The Chairman advised that due to problems on the major roads in the area, vehicles had been using country lanes which causes problems. The Clerk stated that in her opinion this does seem to be an increasing problem, and that she had never dealt with so many complaints of this nature as she had done in the last year.  

c) HGVs using rural roads  - The Clerk had received a request from a local resident for the PC to write to ECC requesting a ban of HGVs on Berwick Lane and Mutton Row, along with requesting further information regarding the protected lanes in the Parish.  It was thought this complaint had come as a result of the closure of the main road through Ongar as an emergency.  Cllr Jackson had also received an email complaint, with this complainant stating that since the average speed cameras had been installed on the A414, many motorists were using Blake Hall Road, Greenstead Road, Toot Hill Road and School Road as a way to avoid the cameras.  Councillors felt this wasn’t correct, as to use this route would be even longer than using the A414 even with the average speed limit imposed.  The Clerk advised she had looked into what could be done, setting out that ECC were generally not supportive of HGV restrictions on rural roads, especially if there were businesses in these rural locations.   It was noted there were businesses in Berwick Lane and School Road, and so a restriction could negatively impact these businesses.  However, ECCs preferred alternatives to full HGV bans was to have signs up saying ‘unsuitable for HGVs’, ‘No Through Route for HGV’, and sat nav rerouting.  ECC is however supportive of restrictions on protected lanes, of which this Parish has four (Toot Hill Road, Old Rectory Road, Berwick Lane and Mutton Row).  The Clerk advised that the Parish Council would need to provide ECC with supporting evidence, including photos, HGV logs, statements from residents and land owners, and a resolution supporting the request.   Cllr Jackson said Toot Hill Road had quite a few businesses, so it was important not to impact businesses on this road.  The Clerk stated that the guidance sets out that ECC would not approve a restriction if it simply pushes the HGVs onto other unsuitable roads, nor if it has a detrimental impact on businesses locally.  The Chairman advised that the only time you get HGVs along Toot Hill Road was if the other local roads were closed.  Cllr Adams set out that there were numerous other alternative routes that could be used if these were protected. 

It was formally PROPOSED that an application be made to ECC to apply for a TRO to place an HGV restriction on the following Protected Lanes:
· EPPLANE4 – Toot Hill Road
· EPPLANE5 – Old Rectory Road
· EPPLANE20 – Berwick Lane
· EPPLANE25 – Mutton Row
This was SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to make the application to ECC.

d) Damaged Sign outside London Hoist – Councillors recalled this damaged sign was reported to ECC Highways (ref: 4020162), and a response received 27/2/26 stating ECC had risk assessed this enquiry and determined that it did not need immediate action.  The Clerk subsequently wrote a complaint to ECC stating it was a dereliction of their duty not to fix the sign under the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 (TSRGD) and the Traffic Signs Manual, which set out how signs must be placed, oriented, and maintained.  On 3rd June, the Clerk received a response to this complaint, stating the following:

“We understand your concerns about the condition of the sign and the potential impact on road safety. I am sorry for the frustration caused by the lack of a clear timescale for repair.  Following your report on 27 February 2026, the issue was inspected and logged as defect 3731607. A risk assessment was completed at that time, which assessed the defect as low priority (RA4). Based on this assessment, the defect did not meet the threshold for immediate repair works and was scheduled to be monitored as part of routine inspections. This is why no specific repair timescale was provided at that stage. However, we recognise your concerns that the condition of the sign may have deteriorated since it was first reported. The defect has now been referred to an Engineer for a further assessment. This will determine whether works are now required and ensure that appropriate action is taken based on the current condition of the sign. We aim to prioritise maintenance works based on risk to public safety and the condition of the highway infrastructure, in line with our inspection and maintenance approach. Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention again. We will ensure it is reviewed and progressed as appropriate.”

e) A113 Safer Roads Scheme – Councillors NOTED that according to ECC website, this scheme was still active, and was currently in the ‘Detailed Design’ stage which was due to end Winter 2026, after which will be the Start of the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for proposed speed order (winter 2026), the Tender and award of contract (Spring 2027 - Autumn 2027) and then the Scheduled start of construction (Autumn 2027).

P14.1530 TOOT HILL VILLAGE GREEN
The Clerk advised she had received an email from a local resident as follows:
· He has renewed the blue plaque at the tree (white mulberry tree) and cut back some vegetation, also replacing the small picket fence that identifies it as special.  It was AGREED the Clerk would take some photos.  
· The footpath along this strip needs cutting back once more as it is difficult to pass without being spiked and a pushchair or wheelchair finds it difficult.  AGREED Clerk to assess
· The phone box could benefit from a quick lick of paint. A resident in Theydon Mount has a spare glass insert marked Telephone which he has offered the Parish Council as a spare.
· If somebody could take down the Village sign on the green which was designed by Dolly Burton and bring it to his home, he will refresh the paintwork. It is held by a chain. AGREED Clerk to ask grounds maintenance contractor if he can take down.

P14.1531 CHRISTMAS TREE JUBILEE GREEN
The previously purchased Yew Tree for Jubilee Green that sadly died had now been removed.  Cllr Adams had asked for this matter to be placed on the agenda for consideration of a new tree.   Cllr Adams advised that when he was on Jubilee Green recently, he was speaking with a local resident who lived opposite, who offered to water the tree if we installed another one.  A moisture monitor could be installed which would indicate when watering was required.  Cllr Jackson stated that he thought the Christmas celebrations would be left with Toot Hill, stating that he had always been concerned about the safety aspect of the event on Jubilee Green.  It was noted that this proposal was for a tree only, and not for a celebratory event.  Councillors discussed this further, and AGREED to look at getting quotes for a Norwegian Spruce around 20ft in height, up to £500. Cllr Adams would look at location and it was hoped it could be planted in November.  This would be on the September agenda for further information and agreement.
 
P14.1532 TREE RISK ASSESSMENT
The tree risk assessment was completed on 1st July 2026.  A copy of the resultant report was attached to the agenda.  The reported identified 4 trees on Jubilee Green recommended for felling, that have been classed as presenting a ‘Tolerable’ risk threshold where the risk is classed as ‘low as reasonably practicable’, however this depends on a number of factors, including what the actual risk is.  The Clerk provided a summary, and it was noted that the area of land in question (Jubilee Green) was not frequented much by people, and thus the risk should take this into account.  However, one of the trees did hang over a neighbouring garden, which presented a much higher risk.  It was suggested that the Clerk go back to the Arboriculturist asking if it would be ok to simply remove some of the lower branches of these trees, rather than fell them.  The Chairman advised that he would arrange for a quote to be sourced.  After discussion, the following was AGREED:  
· Obtain quote for removal of tree that overhangs neighbouring garden
· Obtain quote for branch removal of other three trees
This item should come back to the September meeting for further consideration.

P14.1533 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Councillors considered the following planning matters:

	1. To CONSIDER any planning applications submitted to the Parish Council for comment as detailed below   

	NIL

	2. To NOTE any planning applications that have been responded to via the Clerks delegated powers

	NIL

	3. To NOTE any planning applications upon which EFDC do not accept comments

	NIL

	4. To NOTE any other planning matters

	1. Planning committee A 22nd July - 6 Lilac House, Stanford Rivers (EPF/2004/25) – recommended for approval.  PC Objected.  Clerk to attend meeting on behalf of PC to set forth objection. 

2. APPEAL: EPF/0128/26 - The Granary, Colemans Farm, Colemans Lane, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QN. Erection of a traditionally designed three-bay cart lodge. Appeal against refusal - APP-13684 – 6012043.  PC had no objection.  Application was refused for reasons of Green Belt and harming Listed group at Colemans Farm.

3. Enforcement Query Brook Cottage, Mutton Row.  Being investigated at this time. ENF/0138/26


	5. To NOTE any planning decisions by EFDC


	EPF/0694/26
	Maybanks Farm, Epping Road, Ongar, CM5 9SQ
	Variation to condition 2 and 4 on planning permission EPF/0021/23 (Removal of existing barns and construction of a new detached dwelling, including new relocated vehicle access to Epping Road).
	Refused 1/6/26 for reasons of inappropriate development in Green Belt.  The PC had no objection subject to being ancillary to main dwelling an PD rights being removed.

	EPF/0553/26
	Coalfields Farm, Epping Road, Colliers Hatch, Epping, CM16 7PX
	Erection of a general-purpose agricultural building – hay storage.
	Refused 10/6/26 for reasons of scale and cumulative impact affecting green belt, insufficient information concerning heritage impact, and appearing visually intrusive, eroding the rural character of the site, and appear incongruous within the surrounding countryside

	EPF/0752/26
	Land Adjacent to The Hawthorns, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QP
	Demolition of existing stables and various ancillary buildings and replace with new detached dwelling and garage building.
	Refused 11/6/26 for reasons of impact on Green Belt, and affecting the EFSAC.

	EPF/1054/26
&
EPF/1053/26
	Colemans Farm, Toot Hill Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9QN
	Replacement of existing attached garage and porch with new attached annexe and porch, and Listed building for the same.
	Application withdrawn.  PC had no objection.



P14.1534 NEWS AND VIEWS
Items to be included in next N&V includes Toot Hill Village show details, Gigaclear renewals, community speedwatch, update on A113 speed scheme, checking waste contractors have relevant permit to dump waste, summary of accounts from PC for 25/26, Ongar Community Network, establish need for first aid or community training in a particular subject matter, River Roding project update, and results of district and county elections. Councillors are asked if there is anything else they wish to include.  Cllr Jackson asked if the matter of increased insurance costs for properties along the River Roding could also be included, as he had seen a rise in his insurance, however the Environment Agency had stated there would not be any such rise.

P14.1535 TOOT HILL SHOW
This years show takes place on 1st August.  Cllr Jackson and the Clerk will be in attendance with the speed gun.

P14.1536 TOOT HILL VILLAGE HALL
a) Solar Panels / Smart Export Guarantee – councillors noted that the Council had received its first payment via the Smart Export Guarantee with Scottish Power for the period 25th March to 8th June 2026 – the total payment being £383.28.  As part of Smart Export Guarantee, we are paid every 90 days based on our exported energy, which for this period was 6388kw.

b) Electricity Contract – the Council was now out of contract for its electricity supply. The Clerk provided Councillors with details of a proposed new contract for consideration with Scottish Power, which would mean the Smart Export Guarantee payment would double.  Councillors AGREED to sign up for a three year deal with Scottish Power. 

c) Ceiling Tiles – Invoice for £231.55 for 40 ceiling tiles approved. 

d) New trial 6 sessions of puppy training class in the hall.  Noted that there needed to be a follow up after this hire.

P14.1537 FINANCIAL REPORTS

a. The following payments were approved:

	Reference
	To
	For
	Amount

	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Clerks Salary June 2026
	£583.96

	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NI June 2026
	£192.94

	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Clerks Salary July 2026
	£583.96

	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NI July 2026
	£192.94

	BACS
	D Wickham
	THVH Cleaning and phone box tidy May & June 2026
	£140.94

	BACS
	John Adams
	Materials for Jubilee Sign
	£369.89
(VAT £59.40)

	BACS
	Thornwood GM
	Grass cutting Parish May & June
	£1,280.50
(VAT £213.42)

	BACS
	Ceiling Tiles
	40 Ceiling tiles
	£231.55
(VAT £38.59)

	BACS
	Hallwood Associates
	Annual Tree Risk Survey
	£540.00
(VAT £90.00)

	BACS
	Safety Signs 4 Less
	Defibrillator sign for THVH
	£26.88
(VAT £26.88)

	BACS
	Heelis & Lodge
	Internal Audit 25/26
	£220.00

	D/D
	EDF Energy
	THVH Electricity Supply May & June
	£78.83
(VAT £3.75)




Bank Balances as at 30th June 2026
	Unity Current Account 4775
	£     2,073.08

	Unity Deposit Account 4788
	£   55,595.65



INCOME:  	£ 227.71 -  Interest deposit a/c
			£ 132.00 – Sainsbury Hall hire (BACS 12/6)
			£  383.28 – Scottish Power SEG 3 months
			£    49.00 – Radio Forest hall hire (BACS 1/5)
			£9,022.25 – HMRC VAT rebate 25/26
			£   171.60 – Ladies Groups hire Apr-Dec (#000026)
 
b. The bank reconciliation up to 30th June was reviewed alongside the bank statements.


P14.1538 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS
Councillors NOTED the date of the next meetings:
· 10th September 2026
· 12th November 2026

P14.1539 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
· Christmas Tree
· Tree works

Meeting closed 20.10			Signed ........................................	Date ............................
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