

Stanford Rivers PARISH COUNCIL

	


	
	MINUTES
	

	Meeting:    PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:  22nd June 2026
	Time: 5.30pm


Toot Hill Village Hall, Toot Hill Road, Toot Hill, Essex
PRESENT:

Councillors (6)  	Cllr Glover (Chairman), Cllr Jackson, Cllr Tallon, Cllr Hollington, Cllr Saridja
	Cllr Adams, Cllr Mrs Jackman
	
* for part of meeting
Also in Attendance (1) - Adriana Jones – Clerk

Members of the Public (1) – EFDC Cllr Shaw 
Members of the Press (1)


QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
As there was not a specific section for District Councillor reports within the main body of the agenda, EFDC Cllr Shaw introduced himself, and provided a brief update on matters including the EFDC planning designation for all major projects.  This would be discussed later in the agenda. Cllr Adams stated this was troubling and made the world more uncertain for this Parish. The Chairman advised this Council was concerned when EFDC changed its position on Ward Councillors being able to vote at EFDC Committee meetings, and spoke about the recent refusal of the solar farm on Tawney Common.

P14.1504 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

P14.1505 OTHER ABSENCES
None.

P14.1506 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Hollington declared an interest related to EPF/0900/26 on the agenda, stating it was for noting only.

P14.1507 MINUTES
Councillors APPROVED the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 14th May 2026.

P14.1508 INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/2026
Councillors NOTED that the final report had not yet been received by the Internal Auditor. The documents had been sent to her late May, and the Clerk advised she had chased the internal auditor advising she needed the report before today.  Councillors NOTED that the internal audit had been completed, but the outcome / report could not be considered or noted as it had not been received. This would be rolled over to the July meeting.  

P14.1509 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2025/2026
Each year the Councils Accounts and Practices (known as the Annual Governance and Accountability Return - AGAR) are reviewed by an external auditor appointed by the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. For this Council, PKF Littlejohn are this Councils appointed auditors. The following dates for the External Audit apply for this Council:
· The AGAR must be approved by 30th June 2026 and submitted to PKF Littlejohn by 1st July 2026.
· The requirement for the public inspection period (which must include the first 10 working days of July) will start on Monday 29th June and will end on Friday 7th August 2026. 

As both the income and expenditure for this Council was over £25,000, it was subject to a Basic Review as part of the limited assurance review process. The Clerk is also responsible for completing numerous documents to submit to the auditor, as well as setting requirements in terms of the notification of public rights. Council therefore: 
a) Reviewed of effectiveness of the system of internal control of this Council, confirming they were happy with the review and its findings.
b) Prepared the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 
c) Approved the Annual Governance Statement by way of RESOLUTION. PROPOSED Cllr Glover, SECONDED Cllr Tallon. Unanimous vote for.
d) Considered the Accounting Statements (Section 2)
e) Approved the Accounting Statements by way of RESOLUTION. PROPOSED Cllr Glover, SECONDED Cllr Tallon. Unanimous vote for.
f) Ensured that both the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statement were signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting.

P14.1510 PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND MATTERS
a. Councillors NOTED that on 15th June 2026, MHCLG wrote to Epping Forest District Council and placed it into special measures for major planning applications – a Section 32A Designation. The move follows a breach of the government’s 10 percent limit on major planning application refusals being overturned at appeal, the time period for monitoring in this instance being between 1 April 2023 and 31 March 2025. The Clerk provided an update for Councillors on what this means, and how it could affect the Parish Council, residents and the District.

	1. To CONSIDER any planning applications submitted to the Parish Council for comment as detailed below   

	EPF/1053/26 HH
&
EPF/1054/26 LB

	Colemans Farm, Toot Hill Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9QN
	Replacement of existing attached garage and porch with new attached annexe and porch, and listed building permission for the same.
The Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application, subject to the annexe being conditioned to be ancillary to the main dwelling, and the listed building officer having no objection.

	2. To NOTE any planning applications that have been responded to via the Clerks delegated powers

	NIL

	3. To NOTE any planning applications upon which EFDC do not accept comments

	EPF/1046/26
DRC
	Millside, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9LJ
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 Levels, 4 Types and Colours of external finishes, 5 Foul and Surface Water Drainage and 6 EVP of EPG/0471/23 (Construction of new dwelling with detached car port).

	4. To NOTE any other planning matters

	Nil

	5. To NOTE any planning decisions by EFDC


	EPF/0342/26
DRC
	Land at Nickerlands, Berwick Lane, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PX
	See below:
	Approved 11/5/26
PC not able to comment

	Approval of Biodiversity Gain Plan Reserved by Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), following approved HMMP under EPF/2196/25, along with Condition 7 (Archaeology), Condition 9 (Great Crested Newts) and Condition 19 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy (BES)) of EPF/1546/24 (Proposed Installation, operation and decommissioning of renewable energy generating station comprising ground-mounted photovoltaic solar arrays together with transformer/inverter stations, site accesses, internal access tracks, security measures, access gates, other ancillary infrastructure and landscaping and biodiversity enhancements).

	EPF/0837/26
	12, Surrywood, London Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PH
	Variation of Condition 2 Plan numbers of EPF/1970/25 (Removal of existing attached side garage and its replacement with a side extension and gable roof, construction of two front-facing dormer windows and one rear dormer, addition of new front porch and infill of recessed front entrance).
	Approved 26/5/26
PC had no objection to this application

	EPF/0900/26
PN (PD)
	Maybanks Farm, Epping Road, Ongar, CM5 9SQ
	Agricultural steel portal frame Lean-to.
	Approved 26/5/26
PC not notified, nor able to comment



P14.1511 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS
Councillors NOTED the date of the next meetings:
· 16th July 2026
· 10th September 2026
· 12th November 2026

P14.1512 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Cllr Adams asked if the Parish Council website was advertised in the N&V, to which the Clerk advised it probably was but not particularly prominent.  This could be looked at.  He also asked if in the next N&V a request could be put in for rocks for the base section of the new sign.  This should also perhaps in the first instance be advertised on Facebook to see if anybody had any locally that they wanted to donate. 


Meeting closed 18.05			Signed ........................................	Date ............................
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