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STANFORD RIVERS PARISH COUNCIL
Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, Essex, CM6 1NT
Tel: 077 377 36365     Email: clerk@stanfordrivers-pc.gov.uk 
Adriana Jones
Clerk to the Council
TO:  ALL COUNCILLORS

You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on Thursday 16th July 2026 in the Toot Hill Village Hall, Toot Hill at 5.30pm to transact the business shown in the agenda below. 

[image: AD Signiture]
Adriana Jones, Clerk to the Council
11th July 2026

AGENDA




QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public at 5.30pm.
In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions shall be limited to 10 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To RECEIVE any apologies for absence.

2. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
To APPROVE, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd June 2026.

5. NICKERLANDS SOLAR FARM
To welcome Jeff Dummett, Head of Development at Ethical Power, who will provide an update on the works regarding the Solar Farm installation at Nickerlands, along with an update on the Community Fund and answering questions from Councillors. Also expected to be in attendance are Nadia Panagou – Portfolio Director (representing the project owners and has overall responsibility for the commercial and asset management aspects of the project), and Anthony Parsons – Project Director (key person with overall oversight over the project delivery through construction).   The questions this Council has specifically asked to be addressed are:
· Process for £25,000 Community Benefit – when will this be received
· With regard to screening (trees), when are these being planted (early on in the process?) and what sort of size are the trees that were being planted.  
· No work on 1st August (Toot Hill show)

6. RCCE RURAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING MEETING
To confirm the date and time of the ‘site finding’ exercise as being 10am on Tuesday 28th July at Toot Hill Village Hall.  In attendance will be Paul Barham, Development Manager Hastoe Housing Association, and Laura Atkinson, Senior Rural Housing Enabler & Community Led Housing Advisor at RCCE, 

7.  STANFORD RIVERS SIGN
Councillors will be aware that thew new Parish Sign for Jubilee Green was erected a few weeks ago.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the following matters:
1. The sign (along with other areas including London Hoist Wall and the Gateway Signs) were the subject of graffiti. This was reported to both Essex Police and the Safer Communities team at EFDC.   The Neighbourhood Community Team confirmed they have circulated the image to their childrens and young person officers as well as the entirety of the Neighbourhood policing team. It was also reported in the press.  Graffiti to the wall and the gateway signs are outside the control of the Council (as dealt with further on in the agenda), however Cllr Adams has advised that the matter of graffiti on the new Parish Sign can be addressed.  Councillors are asked to CONFIRM this, along with the additional costs.
2. To CONFIRM that the hedgehog and insect houses have been installed at the base of the sign, helping the Parish Council with its duty to support biodiversity in the area. 
3. That CONSIDER a complaint that has been received from a local resident about the sign, full details of which will be discussed at the meeting.  Councillors are asked to review the location of the sign confirming it was the most suitable location taking all factors into account.

8. INTERNAL AUDIT 25/26
To note the internal audit for 25/26 was conducted remotely on 19th June 2026. There was one resultant recommendation which was to undertake and minute a review of the Risk Assessment and internal Controls during the year of audit, which actually took place at the May 2026 Annual Parish Council meeting. Councillors are asked to formally NOTE the content of the Audit, a copy of which is attached to the agenda.

9.   MEMBERS REPORTS
To receive brief reports from Members and to RECEIVE any questions emanating from those reports:
· Chairman's Report
· Vice Chairman's Report
· District and County Councillor Reports
· Parish Councillors Reports

10.   FINGER POSTS
a. To NOTE that the two new finger posts are now complete, and awaiting collection and installation.
b. To NOTE that there is a further metal finger post at the corner of Berwick Lane and the A113 London Road – this was recently hit by a vehicle, however Cllr Purkiss was passing, pushed it back in position and all is good except it could do with re-setting.  The Clerk wanted this recorded so there is a record of finger posts in the Parish.

11.   GATEWAY SIGNS
a. Flowers - Councillors will recall it was originally agreed to place plastic flowers into the troughs at the base of each gateway sign to Stanford Rivers – the reason for this being it would be extremely costly to maintain fresh plants.  This was completed nearly two years ago, and the flowers are now somewhat faded. A complaint has been received from a member of the public regarding this, details of which will be read out at the meeting.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER how they wish to deal with this matter.

b. Graffiti – Graffiti on the Gateway Signs was reported 28/6/26 to ECC reference number Ref: 4047090. Response received 6/7/26 stating ECC had risk assessed this and determined that it does not need immediate action, and that they have recorded this issue and will continue to monitor the area during future inspections. If the issue further deteriorates, they will consider including it in any future works in the area.  The Clerk has asked ECC Cllr McIvor to expedite the matter as to leave this graffiti in situ gives the wrong impression of an area and will encourage more antisocial behaviour.  In terms of the report to Essex Police, the Clerk received a report as follows: 
“Our team of investigators, working with the information available to us, have reviewed your report. At the moment, regretfully, we do not believe that carrying out further reasonable enquiries would lead to the successful identification of a suspect or detection of the crime. We know that you, like us, will find this disappointing. We would like to reassure you that if further evidence becomes available, we will review this decision. If you have any more evidence which can help us progress your report, please use the reference number supplied and get in touch with us.”

12.   ESSEX POLICE SPECIAL CONSTABLE FOR STANFORD RIVERS
To NOTE that Les Hawkins, Specials Supported Policing Coordinator for Essex Police, has advised that previous PC Andy Cook is a candidate in the recruitment process ready to take on the role of Community Special Constable with Stanford Rivers PC. It is also good news that they do not have to wait for the candidate to complete the extensive training before they can start, as it is someone already known to them. Andy Cook has retired as a regular officer and is rejoining Essex Police as a Special Constable and has indicated interest in the Stanford Rivers CSC role.  At this stage, there is no specific timescale for a start time because he still needs to complete the recruitment and vetting process, however Les has confirmed he will keep the Council updated on progress. 

13.   GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
To NOTE that the Clerk has asked the Councils grounds maintenance contractor to complete the following works:
· Cut back the lower branches on the trees at Toot Hill Village Green Triangle as they were making it difficult to cut the grass under the trees
· Cut back the perimeter hedges at the Toot Hill Village Hall as they were beginning to intrude into the access way.  
· Attempt a repair of the Hare Street sign in Stanford Rivers
· Remove pile of old Leylandii in the grounds of the Toot Hill Village Hall

14.  BUS SERVICE BETWEEN ONGAR AND PASSINGFORD BRIDGE
The Clerk has contacted both Ongar Town Council and Stapleford Tawney Council asking if they would be willing to support this Council with lobbying various transport bodies and authorities to improve sustainable transport options between Ongar and Passingford Bridge.  The Clerk will provide an update at the meeting including details of the S106 agreements for larger developments around Ongar, the Transport Meeting she attended on 24th June, and the latest position of TfL regarding re-opening to Ongar-Epping line.

15. CLERKS REPORT
To RECEIVE the oral report of the Clerk on matters which may be of current interest to Members and which require a formal update, and to RECEIVE such correspondence and communication as the Clerk may place before the Council, which at the time of printing the agenda includes the following:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed out to members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) Update to members interest form required (emailed out to Councillors 11/7)
c) External Audit information submitted and received.
d) Details regarding the EFDC S62A Designation can be found at https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/planning-and-building/s62a-designation-faqs/.
e) Update to River Roding Project - This includes Recent photographs from site: General project progress | The River Roding Project | Engage Environment Agency, a news feed article confirming that the major earthworks are complete as the embankment is now constructed to its full height Embankment completed to full height | The River Roding Project | Engage Environment Agency
as well as an updated timeline
f) Letter from ECC regarding the Trucam signs along the A113 – Clerk to provide update

16.  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
To RECEIVE an update on the Stanford Rivers Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

17.  VEHICULAR SPEEDING AND SAFETY MATTERS IN THE PARISH
a) Community Speedwatch - To receive an update on matters concerning the Community Speedwatch Programme.

b) HGVS USING SCHOOL ROAD / STEWARTS FARM
This matter is still causing issues locally.   The Clerk has been copied into an email from a local resident who complained to Alex Burghart MP, with the response from his office being as follows:
“Alex has been trying to get a weight restriction order for Ongar High Street for almost ten years, and will certainly ensure concerns about the diversion of large lorries are addressed if and when Essex County Council chooses to put the restriction in place. In broad terms, Alex understands if a WRO is in place, the sat navs large lorries use will divert them to the next suitable A road, rather than allowing them to cut through small country lanes. Alex has had a number of complaints about large lorries travelling through Toot Hill, and is advising those affected to raise their concerns about road safety and damage to the roads and pavements with Essex County Council, as the highways authority, so the Council is fully aware of the concerns of local residents. Alex will also write to the Council to highlight the issue, but he feels the more complaints which are raised, the better!”

c) HGVs using rural roads – The Clerk has received a request from a local resident for the PC to write to ECC requesting a ban of HGVs on Berwick Lane and Mutton Row, along with requesting further information regarding the protected lanes in the Parish.  The Clerk will provide further information at the meeting.

d) Damaged Sign outside London Hoist – Councillors will recall this damaged sign was reported to ECC Highways (ref: 4020162), and a response received 27/2/26 stating ECC had risk assessed this enquiry and determined that it did not need immediate action.  The Clerk subsequently wrote a complaint to ECC stating it was a dereliction of their duty not to fix the sign under the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 (TSRGD) and the Traffic Signs Manual, which set out how signs must be placed, oriented, and maintained.  On 3rd June, the Clerk received a response to this complaint, stating the following:
“We understand your concerns about the condition of the sign and the potential impact on road safety. I am sorry for the frustration caused by the lack of a clear timescale for repair.  Following your report on 27 February 2026, the issue was inspected and logged as defect 3731607. A risk assessment was completed at that time, which assessed the defect as low priority (RA4). Based on this assessment, the defect did not meet the threshold for immediate repair works and was scheduled to be monitored as part of routine inspections. This is why no specific repair timescale was provided at that stage. However, we recognise your concerns that the condition of the sign may have deteriorated since it was first reported. The defect has now been referred to an Engineer for a further assessment. This will determine whether works are now required and ensure that appropriate action is taken based on the current condition of the sign. We aim to prioritise maintenance works based on risk to public safety and the condition of the highway infrastructure, in line with our inspection and maintenance approach. Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention again. We will ensure it is reviewed and progressed as appropriate.”

e) A113 Safer Roads Scheme – Councillors to NOTE that according to ECC website, this scheme is still active, and is currently in the ‘Detailed Design’ stage which is due to end Winter 2026, after which will be the Start of Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for proposed speed order (winter 2026), the Tender and award of contract (Spring 2027 - Autumn 2027) and then the Scheduled start of construction (Autumn 2027).

18.  TOOT HILL VILLAGE GREEN
A local resident has contacted the Parish Council to advise the following: 
· He has renewed the blue plaque at the tree (white mulberry tree) and cut back some vegetation, also replacing the small picket fence that identifies it as special.
· The footpath along this strip needs cutting back once more as it is difficult to pass without being spiked and a pushchair or wheelchair finds it difficult. 
· The phone box could benefit from a quick lick of paint. A resident in Theydon Mount has a spare glass insert marked Telephone which he has offered the Parish Council as a spare.
· If somebody could take down the Village sign on the green which was designed by Dolly Burton and bring it to his home, he will refresh the paintwork. It is held by a chain.
Councillors are asked to AGREE how they wish to progress these matters.

19. CHRISTMAS TREE, JUBILEE GREEN
The previously purchased Yew Tree for Jubilee Green that sadly died has now been removed.  Cllr Adams has asked for this matter to be placed on the agenda for consideration of a new tree, details of which will be given at the meeting by Cllr Adams.

20. TREE RISK ASSESSMENT
The tree risk assessment was completed on 1st July 2026.  A copy of the resultant report is attached to the agenda.  The reported identified 4 trees on Jubilee Green that have been classed as presenting a ‘Tolerable’ risk threshold where the risk is classed as ‘low as reasonably practicable’, however this depends on a number of factors, including what the actual risk is.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER what works they would like to complete as a result of this risk assessment.  The Clerk will provide a further update.

21.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS & MATTERS
Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the following matters:

	1. To CONSIDER any planning applications submitted to the Parish Council for comment as detailed below   

	NIL

	2. To NOTE any planning applications that have been responded to via the Clerks delegated powers

	NIL

	3. To NOTE any planning applications upon which EFDC do not accept comments

	NIL

	4. To NOTE any other planning matters

	1. Planning committee A 22nd July - 6 Lilac House, Stanford Rivers (EPF/2004/25) – recommended for approval.  PC Objected.  Clerk to attend meeting on behalf of PC to set forth objection. Clerk will provide update at meeting.

2. APPEAL: EPF/0128/26 - The Granary, Colemans Farm, Colemans Lane, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QN. Erection of a traditionally designed three-bay cart lodge. Appeal against refusal - APP-13684 – 6012043.  PC had no objection.  Application was refused for reasons of Green Belt and harming Listed group at Colemans Farm.

3. Enforcement Query Brook Cottage, Mutton Row.  Being investigated at this time. ENF/0138/26


	5. To NOTE any planning decisions by EFDC


	EPF/0694/26
	Maybanks Farm, Epping Road, Ongar, CM5 9SQ
	Variation to condition 2 and 4 on planning permission EPF/0021/23 (Removal of existing barns and construction of a new detached dwelling, including new relocated vehicle access to Epping Road).
	Refused 1/6/26 for reasons of inappropriate development in Green Belt.  The PC had no objection subject to being ancillary to main dwelling an PD rights being removed.

	EPF/0553/26
	Coalfields Farm, Epping Road, Colliers Hatch, Epping, CM16 7PX
	Erection of a general-purpose agricultural building – hay storage.
	Refused 10/6/26 for reasons of scale and cumulative impact affecting green belt, insufficient information concerning heritage impact, and appearing visually intrusive, eroding the rural character of the site, and appear incongruous within the surrounding countryside

	EPF/0752/26
	Land Adjacent to The Hawthorns, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QP
	Demolition of existing stables and various ancillary buildings and replace with new detached dwelling and garage building.
	Refused 11/6/26 for reasons of impact on Green Belt, and affecting the EFSAC.

	EPF/1054/26
&
EPF/1053/26
	Colemans Farm, Toot Hill Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9QN
	Replacement of existing attached garage and porch with new attached annexe and porch, and Listed building for the same.
	Application withdrawn.  PC had no objection.



24.  NEWS AND VIEWS
Items to be included in next N&V includes Toot Hill Village show details, Gigaclear renewals, community speedwatch, update on A113 speed scheme, checking waste contractors have relevant permit to dump waste, summary of accounts from PC for 25/26, Ongar Community Network, establish need for first aid or community training in a particular subject matter, River Roding project update, and results of district and county elections. Councillors are asked if there is anything else they wish to include.

25. TOOT HILL SHOW
This years show takes place on 1st August.  Cllr Jackson and the Clerk will be in attendance. Council is asked to agree this years theme.

27. TOOT HILL VILLAGE HALL

a) Solar Panels / Smart Export Guarantee – to NOTE that the Council has received its first payment via the Smart Export Guarantee with Scottish Power for the period 25th March to 8th June 2026 – the total payment being £383.28.  As part of Smart Export Guarantee, we are paid every 90 days based on our exported energy, which for this period was 6388kw.

b) Electricity Contract – the Council is now out of contract for its electricity supply. The Clerk will provide Councillors with details of a proposed new contract for consideration.

c) Ceiling Tiles – Invoice for £231.55 for 40 ceiling tiles to be approved. 

d) New trial 6 sessions of puppy training class in the hall.

28.  FINANCIAL REPORTS

a. To Approve payments, and to note the current status of accounts:
	Reference
	To
	For
	Amount

	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Clerks Salary June 2026
	£583.96

	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NI June 2026
	£192.94

	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Clerks Salary July 2026
	£583.96

	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NI July 2026
	£192.94

	BACS
	D Wickham
	THVH Cleaning and phone box tidy May & June 2026
	£140.94

	BACS
	John Adams
	Materials for Jubilee Sign
	£369.89
(VAT £59.40)

	BACS
	Thornwood GM
	Grass cutting Parish May & June
	£1,280.50
(VAT £213.42)

	BACS
	Ceiling Tiles
	40 Ceiling tiles
	£231.55
(VAT £38.59)

	BACS
	Hallwood Associates
	Annual Tree Risk Survey
	£540.00
(VAT £90.00)

	BACS
	Safety Signs 4 Less
	Defibrillator sign for THVH
	£26.88
(VAT £26.88)

	BACS
	Heelis & Lodge
	Internal Audit 25/26
	£220.00

	D/D
	EDF Energy
	THVH Electricity Supply May & June
	£78.83
(VAT £3.75)



Bank Balances as at 30th June 2026
	Unity Current Account 4775
	£     2,073.08

	Unity Deposit Account 4788
	£   55,595.65



INCOME:  	£ 227.71 -  Interest deposit a/c
			£ 132.00 – Sainsbury Hall hire (BACS 12/6)
			£  383.28 – Scottish Power SEG 3 months
			£    49.00 – Radio Forest hall hire (BACS 1/5)
			£9,022.25 – HMRC VAT rebate 25/26
			£   171.60 – Ladies Groups hire Apr-Dec (#000026)
 
b. To review the bank reconciliation up to 30th June 2026 alongside the bank statements.

29.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS
Councillors are asked to NOTE the date of the next meetings:
· 10th September 2026
· 12th November 2026

30. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
To put forward any items for the next meeting, or to keep on the agenda.
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