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STANFORD RIVERS PARISH COUNCIL
Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, Essex, CM6 1NT
Tel: 077 377 36365     Email: clerk@stanfordrivers-pc.gov.uk +
Adriana Jones
Clerk to the Council
TO:  ALL COUNCILLORS

You are hereby summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on Thursday 14th May 2026 in the Toot Hill Village Hall, Toot Hill at 5.30pm to transact the business shown in the agenda below. 

[image: AD Signiture]
Adriana Jones, Clerk to the Council
9th May 2026

AGENDA




QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public at 5.30pm.
In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions shall be limited to 10 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
To PROPOSE and SECOND nominations for the Office of Chairman and, if there is more than one nominee, to vote thereon.  To EXECUTE the declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman of the Council.

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
To PROPOSE and SECOND nominations for the Office of Vice Chairman and, if there is more than one nominee, to vote thereon.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To RECEIVE any apologies for absence.

4. OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.

5.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
To APPROVE, as a correct record, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th March 2026, and to NOTE the planning minutes of 9th April 2026, as attached to the agenda.

7. NICKERLANDS SOLAR FARM
To welcome Jeff Dummett, Head of Development at Ethical Power, who will provide an update on the works regarding the Solar Farm installation at Nickerlands, along with an update on the Community Fund and answering questions from Councillors.

8. RCCE RURAL HOUSING REPORT
Councillors will recall the Parish Council commissioned the RCCE to complete a Rural Housing Survey, full details of which were reported to Council at the January Parish Council meeting, at which Councillors requested a representative of the RCCE be invited to attend the May meeting to explain the report, specifically why they were suggesting more homes than were identified in the report.  Councillors are asked to welcome Laura Atkinson, Senior Rural Housing Enabler & Community Led Housing Advisor at RCCE who will address the Council and answer any questions.


9.  GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
To formally confirm this Council meets the eligibility criteria to hold the General Power of Competence (two thirds of its Councillors elected, and the Clerk holding the necessary qualification).

10.  AUDIT
· To note the internal audit for 25/26 will take place w/c 25th May 2026. This is completed remotely, with the Clerk arranging for all requested material to be emailed to the Auditor.
· To note the external audit (AGAR) needs to be completed by 30th June, and approved by full Council, however this cannot be completed until after the internal audit has been completed. As such, a date for an additional full council meeting has been set for Thursday 18th June 2026, 5.30pm at Toot Hill Village Hall

11. ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATION
To AGREE receipt of all meeting notifications, agendas, minutes, and all general correspondence to be received via email. 

12. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2025/2026
To CONSIDER the draft accounts as attached to the agenda, and approve by way of resolution.

13.   MEMBERS REPORTS
To receive brief reports from Members and to RECEIVE any questions emanating from those reports:
· Chairman's Report
· Vice Chairman's Report
· Extending 365 bus from the Four Wantz
· District and County Councillor Reports
· Parish Councillors Reports

14.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
On 25th March 2026, the Government announced it was supporting proposals for a 5 tier unitary system for Essex, meaning Epping Forest District will be merged with Harlow and Uttlesford to create the new ‘West Essex Council’. The Ministerial Statement sets out that delivering reorganisation for the benefit of all residents is a shared endeavour, and ongoing collaboration will be vital to ensure that these reforms are implemented with the interests of residents at their heart. The Government remain committed to the timetable they have set out previously, with elections to the new unitary councils taking place in May 2027, ahead of them going live and delivering services in April 2028.

15.   FINGER POSTS
To receive an update on the order of two finger posts as agreed at the November meeting.  

16.   STANFORD RIVERS SIGN
To receive an update on the creation of a sign to be located on Jubilee Green.

17.   INSURANCE
To NOTE that after being given delegated powers at the March meeting to agree to a three year contract for the Councils insurance with Zurich subject to a reduction in price, the Clerk has now signed up to three year agreement, the first year costing £897.68 – a reduction of £68.63 off the price quoted. 

18.   DISTRICT AND COUNTY ELECTIONS
To NOTE that at the 7th May elections, the following Councillors were elected:
· County:  Cllr Jaymey McIvor (Reform UK)
· District:  Geoff Shaw (Reform UK) – Note, Cllrs Amos and Cornish remain as District Councillors

19. CLERKS REPORT
To RECEIVE the oral report of the Clerk on matters which may be of current interest to Members and which require a formal update, and to RECEIVE such correspondence and communication as the Clerk may place before the Council, which at the time of printing the agenda includes the following:
a) ECC, EFDC, EALC and RCCE communications are emailed to Members on a regular basis and where relevant information is included
b) Clerk responded to the Essex Safer Speeds Strategy public consultation as agreed at the March meeting.
d) VAT return for 25/26 has been submitted
e) EFDC implementing immediate 7-point plan to address local traffic issues as a result of North Weald Market
f) EFDC Member training day Friday 15th May 11am start
g) Community Award
h) Copied in to letter sent to ECC Lee Scott regarding Oak Mill Stud, Mill Lane Toot Hill
I) Update on what information can be provided at appeals
j) Copied in to letter from resident regarding Hillcrest Road, Toot Hill
k) Clerk written to Sheering Parish Council with regard to the statement from Cllr Balcombe that they had installed a speed camera.

20.  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
To RECEIVE an update on the Stanford Rivers Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

21.  VEHICULAR SPEEDING AND SAFETY MATTERS IN THE PARISH
a) Community Speedwatch - To receive an update on matters concerning the Community Speedwatch Programme.

b) Damaged Sign Blake Hall Road – After chasing regarding ECC perusing the insurance of the culprit, a further update has been received from ECC Regulatory Compliance Officer which advises they are investigating the matter and aim to provide a response by 12 May 2026.  They will keep the Clerk updated if there are any delays.

c) Damaged Sign outside London Hoist – The Clerk has emailed London Hoist to see if they have any details of how the damage occurred, however no response had been received at the time of printing the agenda.

22. HGVS USING SCHOOL ROAD / STEWARTS FARM
As agreed, the Clerk has written to Excel Flour located at Stewarts Farm with regard to damage being caused to verges in the Parish.  The Clerk will also provide an update on the Enforcement matter.

23.  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Councillors will recall from the March meeting that the annual review of the Councils Policies and Procedures was deferred to the May meeting.  These are:
· Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Grants, Bullying and Harassment, Disciplinary, Equality and Diversity, Complaints, GDPR, Planning, Publication Scheme, Reserves, Risk Assessment, Statement of Internal Controls.
The Clerk will email out to Councillors policies where there are proposed amendments (which will be marked in red) and a list (and links) to policies that are not proposed for amendment. Councillors are asked to review and either recommend changes, or readopt these policies.

24. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
To confirm the appointment of Heelis & Lodge as this Councils internal auditor for the 2026/2027 financial year.

25. TREE RISK ASSESSMENT
a) The Annual tree risk assessment is due, and the Clerk has contacted the Councils contractor to obtain a cost.  
b) The Clerk has been advised of a tree leaning over adjacent land at the rear of Jubilee Green.  Cllr Jackson has attended site, and believes the tree to be sturdy at this time.  Councillors are asked to confirm they are happy to wait for the for the tree inspection before deciding what action to take on the tree (if any).

26. PLANNING APPLICATIONS & MATTERS
Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the following matters:

	1. To CONSIDER any planning applications submitted to the Parish Council for comment as detailed below   

	NIL

	2. To NOTE any planning applications that have been responded to via the Clerks delegated powers

	EPF/0694/26
	Maybanks Farm, Epping Road, Ongar, CM5 9SQ
	Variation to condition 2 and 4 on planning permission EPF/0021/23 (Removal of existing barns and construction of a new detached dwelling, including new relocated vehicle access to Epping Road).

	Whist Stanford Rivers Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application, this would be subject to the following conditions:
1. The barn must be ancillary to the main dwelling, and cannot be used as a separate dwelling or habitable space
2. Permitted development rights should be removed from the site.
NOTE:  Councillors considered this matter in detail, and there was some concern that on the adjacent land which it is understood also to be in the ownership of the applicant, two barns have been erected in the last 5 years.  These, we understand, are for agricultural purposes and as such fulfil one of the Green Belt exceptions.  However, even so, this area has seen an increase in built form in recent years which has an impact on the Green Belt, and consideration should be given to removing permitted development rights to the wider land area to ensure any future built form is adequately controlled. 

	EPF/0752/26
	Land Adjacent to The Hawthorns, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QP
	Demolition of existing stables and various ancillary buildings and replace with new detached dwelling and garage building.
Stanford Rivers Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application, however would like to state that it would not look favourably on an application for stables in the near future on the other associated equestrian land, and would see this as a blatant abuse of the planning system.


	3. To NOTE any planning applications upon which EFDC do not accept comments

	EPF/0747/26
DRC
	Donkey hoppitt, Toot hill road, Claterford end, Essex, CM5 9QN
	Approval of Details Reserved by Conditions 3 Tree Protection Measures and 4 Hard Surfacing of EPF/1036/22 Allowed on Appeal (Conversion of an existing stable into a one bedroomed dwelling).

	4. To NOTE any other planning matters

	1. Agricultural Barn erected on Toot Hill Road – Permission granted (PD) EPF/0655/24 on 16/4/24.  The Parish Council was not notified of this application.  The Parish Council was not permitted to respond in any case.   Planning Application: EPF/0655/24

2. Appeal:  6 Barn Mead, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9SE.  Councillors are asked to note that the Clerk was unable to provide further information to the Planning Inspectorate as the links provided by EFDC did not work, the appeal was not listed on the Planning Inspectorate website, and EFDC did not respond to the Clerk with the correct details in time for the Clerk to make the relevant response. 

3. Tree Preservation Order TPO/EPF/02/26 - 1 Church Cottages, School Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PS – 2 Horse Chestnut trees

4. EPF/2004/25 – Lilac House – Construction of a single self-build dwelling, alongside associated development - Minor amendment to show turning area – application not decided at time of printing the agenda.

5. London Hoist Appeal - APP/J1535/W/24/3350572 (dismissed) & APP/J1535/C/24/3350190 (succeeds). The Clerk will provide an update at the meeting.

6. 22 Murrells Farm Appeal - APP/J1535/W/25/3375933 – granted.

	5. To NOTE any planning decisions by EFDC


	EPF/0128/26
	The Granary, Colemans Farm, Colemans Lane, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QN
	Erection of a traditionally designed three-bay cart lodge.
	Refused 7/4/26 for reasons of harm to green belt at impact on significance of the designated heritage assets (Listed group at Colemans Farm), including that of their setting.
The PC had no objection to this application

	EPF/0840/24
&
EPF/1025/24
	Steers Farm, School Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9SD
	Proposed conversion of existing barns and carport to form two four‑bedroom dwellings, together with an associated Listed Building Consent application (Ref: EPF/1025/24).
	Approved 13/4/26 with conditions
The PC objected to this application

	EPF/0469/26
	Land opposite High Mead, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9LJ
	Permission in Principle for demolition of existing building and erection of self-build dwelling.
	Refused 15/4/26 for reasons of inappropriate development in green belt, not a sustainable location, and impact of EFSAC
PC objected to this application

	EPF/1081/25
	Land West of Mutton Row, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9QQ
	Material Change of Use of Land to a Residential Caravan Site for the use of Gypsy/Travellers comprising 3 pitches, with each pitch comprised of 1 Mobile Home, 1 Touring Caravan, and 1 Day Room.
	Refused 30/4/26 at EFDC Committee.
PC objected to this application and the Clerk attended the EFDC Planning Committee Meeting A on 29th April to speak on behalf of the Council



27.  NEWS AND VIEWS
Items to be included in next N&V includes Toot Hill Village show details, Gigaclear renewals, community speedwatch, update on A113 speed scheme, checking waste contractors have relevant permit to dump waste, summary of accounts from PC for 25/26, Ongar Community Network, establish need for first aid or community training in a particular subject matter, River Roding project update, and results of district and county elections. Councillors are asked if there is anything else they wish to include.

28. TOOT HILL VILLAGE HALL

a) Solar Panels – to receive an update on selling energy back to the grid via the Smart Export Guarantee with Scottish Power.

b) Ceiling Tiles – as agreed at the May meeting, the Clerk has investigated if any discount can be obtained if buying tiles in bulk. The cost per tile recently purchased was £4.10, however if more than 20 tiles are purchased, the cost reduces to £3.68 per tile.  Council did consider purchasing 40 tiles, and are now asked to CONSDIER if they wish to do this. 


c) Request from neighbouring resident to use land at Toot Hill Village Hall to place a skip, and to access their property.  The Clerk emailed this information out to Councillors late April, and are now asked to make a formal decision.  

d) Two large piles of leylandii tree cuttings left on village hall land – Clerk unable to ascertain where they came from.  Councillors asked CONSIDER if they would like them removed.

e) Recent club had a defibrillator training event, and whilst there the village hall defib was checked.  Group advised there should be a pair of scissors in there to cut of clothing, along with a set of spare pads. The Clerk will provide an update, and Councillors will be asked to consider if they wish to purchase these.

f) History Group will cease in July 2026.

g) Letter from Calor Gas advising of temporary surcharge of £4.90pl due to global energy volatility.

29.  FINANCIAL REPORTS

a. To Approve payments, and to note the current status of accounts:
	Reference
	To
	For
	Amount

	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Clerks Salary Apr & May 2026
	£1,168.12

	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE Apr & May 2026
	£291.80

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers Apr & May 2026
	£93.88

	BACS 27/4
	Zurich Insurance
	Insurance 26/27
	£897.68

	BACS
	D Wickham
	THVH Cleaning and phone box tidy March & April 2026
	£401.00

	BACS
	John Adams
	Materials for Jubilee Sign
	£64.97
(VAT £10.83)

	BACS
	Thornwood GM
	Grass cutting Parish March
	£1,321.85
(VAT £220.31)

	BACS
	RCCE
	Housing Needs Survey & 26/27 Membership
	£404.42
(VAT £67.40)

	BACS
	EALC
	Affiliation fee 26/27
	£ 287.94


	BACS
	Calor Gas
	Service charge
	£20.59
(VAT £0.98)

	BACS
	JAKK Country Furniture
	Letters for Finger posts
	£117.00
(VAT £19.50)

	D/D 13/4
	Eon Next
	Final Invoice 1/6/24 to 2/6/24
	£7.68
(VAT £1.28)

	BACS
	A Jones
	Reimburse Community Award and postage
	£206.59



Bank Balances as at 30th April 2026
	Unity Current Account 4775
	£     2,872.47

	Unity Deposit Account 4788
	£   50,174.09



INCOME:  	£ 24,372.00 -  EFDC Precept
			£        57.20 – Armstrong Hire 14/4 (BACS 9/4)
			£      140.00 – High Country History Group Hire Apr-July (#75)
 
b. To NOTE the current credit with EDF Energy stands at -£997.99 – the Clerk is still negotiating with them to return these funds.
c. To review the bank reconciliation up to 28th February 2026 alongside the bank statements.

30.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS
Councillors are asked to NOTE the date of the next meetings:
· 18th June 2026 – 5.30pm
· 16th July 2026
· 10th September 2026
· 12th November 2026

31. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
To put forward any items for the next meeting, or to keep on the agenda.

32. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
There IS currently ONE confidential item to be considered
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