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STANFORD RIVERS PARISH COUNCIL
Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, Essex, CM6 1NT
Tel: 077 377 36365     Email: stanfordriverspc@gmail.com
Adriana Jones
Clerk to the Council
TO:  ALL COUNCILLORS

You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held on Wednesday 25th March 2026 in the Toot Hill Village Hall, Toot Hill at 5.30pm to transact the business shown in the agenda below. 

[image: AD Signiture]
Adriana Jones, Clerk to the Council
20th March 2026

AGENDA




QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
To RECEIVE questions from members of the public at 5.30pm.
In accordance with an agreed procedure, the time allocated for public questions shall be limited to 10 minutes or such other period determined by the Chairman of the Meeting.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To RECEIVE any apologies for absence.

2.  OTHER ABSENCES
To NOTE any absences for which no apology has been received.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
To RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest by Members.
A Member with a personal interest in a matter must consider whether it is a Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest, and declare it accordingly. A Member who is unsure as to how to declare their interest should seek independent advice.

4.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
To APPROVE, as a correct record, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 2026.

5. MEMBERS REPORTS
To receive brief reports from Members and to RECEIVE any questions emanating from those reports:
· Chairman's Report
· Vice Chairman's Report
· District and County Councillor Reports
· Parish Councillors Reports

6. LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
By way of an update with regard to the new Unitary Authority elections, it is understood that elections to shadow principal councils will take place in May 2027, with those elected serving a five-year term until 2032, though the councillors’ first year will be spent while the councils operate in a shadow form until full vesting in April 2028. The new unitary authorities are expected to hold all-out elections, meaning every seat is up for election. At the time of printing the agenda, the Government had not announced how the new unitary authorities would be formed following the consultation late 2025, however it is understood that the announcement is imminent.

7. FINGER POSTS
To receive an update on the order of two finger posts as agreed at the November meeting.  Cllr Jackson, who was not at the November meeting when the works were agreed, has correctly pointed out that this Councils financial regulations state that where the value of an item is below £3,000 and above £1,000 the Clerk/RFO shall strive to obtain 2 estimates.  This did not happen.  The Clerk has explained to Cllr Jackson that these type of heritage finger posts are very bespoke, and Theydon Bois Cllr Purkiss had spent a considerable amount of time trying to source a supplier of such posts.  As such, it had been agreed at the November meeting to use this supplier.  This was not recorded in the minutes, and as such Cllr Jackson is correct to question this. 

8. STANFORD RIVERS SIGN
To receive an update on the creation of a sign to be located on Jubilee Green.

9. INSURANCE
The Parish Councils insurance is due for renewal on 31st March 2026.  For 25/26, the cost paid by the Council was £916.21 with Zurich Insurance.  The quote for 26/27 is £966.31.  The Clerk is obtaining additional quotes, and an update will be given at the meeting.  Councillors will be asked to AGREE this Councils insurance provider. 

10. CLERKS REPORT
To RECEIVE the oral report of the Clerk on matters which may be of current interest to Members and which require a formal update, and to RECEIVE such correspondence and communication as the Clerk may place before the Council, which at the time of printing the agenda includes the following:
· Toot Hill Show 1st August 2026
· To confirm that Laura Atkinson, RCCE Rural Housing Enabler, will be attending the May parish council meeting to update Councillors on the findings of the Rural Affordable Housing Survey.
· New brown food caddie rollout is well underway.  Details of how to sign up to Green Waste collections has been posted on social media and is on the Parish Councils website as agreed.
· Both District and County elections will be taking place May 2026
· Flytip of cables on Epping Road
· Letter received regarding potholes near to Green Man pub, asking PC to lobby ECC.
· Sustainable Essex Launch - webinar 23 March 4pm to 5pm (emailed to Cllrs)
· Essex Safer Speeds Strategy public consultation on the new draft Essex Safer Speeds Strategy. The consultation starts Monday 16 March 2026 and will run for six weeks, closing on Sunday 26 April 2026.

11. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
To RECEIVE an update on the Stanford Rivers Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

12. 50 FAVOURITE TREES OF EPPING FOREST
The Clerk has received an email from the Tree Warden Coordinator for Epping Forest District, who are looking for new nominations for trees to be part of a new 50 Favourite Trees of Epping Forest District. This is following on from the successful project that was carried out in 2007. One of the main objectives of the previous competition was that there was at least one tree per parish or town council in the District listed and it would be nice to replicate that in this scheme.   EFDC is using the same categories as before which were:
· Trees in the landscape, Trees in the right location, Rare trees, Historic People and Trees, Old Ages Trees
EFDC is looking more particularly for some species that were missed from the previous list such as: 
· Beech, Cherry, Elm, Hazel, Silver Birch, Whitebeam, Yew
Nominations can be made at: https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/help-choose-the-districts-favourite-trees/ . 

13. VEHICULAR SPEEDING AND SAFETY MATTERS IN THE PARISH
1. Community Speedwatch - To receive an update on matters concerning the Community Speedwatch Programme.

2. HGV Sign damaged Mutton Row – (Ref: 2990839) – Works completed to repair the sign.

3. Impassable Footway between Little End and Marden Ash (Ref 2994272) – Cllr McIvor has not responded to the Clerk request to take this matter further.

4. Damaged Sign Blake Hall Road – Following notification that ECC would not be repairing the damaged sign, nor removing the flowers, the Clerk raised a further query with ECC (ref: 4025128) asking if ECC has contacted the insurance company following fatal crash at Blake hall, as suggested by Cllr McIvor at January. A response had been received to confirm this has been passed to an inspector to look at.

5. Damaged Sign outside London Hoist – This damaged sign was reported to ECC Highways (ref: 4020162), and a response received 27/2/26 stating that ECC has risk assessed this enquiry and determined that it does not need immediate action. They have recorded this issue and will continue to monitor the area during future inspections. If the issue further deteriorates, ECC state they will consider including it in any future works in the area.

6. A113 Safer Roads Schemed – according to the ECC website, the A113 Safer Roads scheme (average speed cameras) is still going ahead.  The current phasing is the ‘Detailed Design’ expected to conclude Winter 2026.

14. NICKERLANDS SOLAR FARM UPDATE
The Clerk has received an email from Ethical Capital, the managers of the Nickerlands Solar Farm project and the new owners of the site.  They have provided an update in terms of the project timeline and activities, stating that the project has been going through pre-construction processes of detailed design, discharging planning conditions, contracting and programming.  The aim at present is to start works on the temporary construction access bellmouth on Tawney Lane on or after 1st May – in line with permitting requirements of Essex Highways. 
Activities over the next few weeks will be limited, however this Council will receive updates subject to the detailed program completion which is dependent upon outcomes of some of the early-stage activities.  From approximately 3 weeks’ time, there will be a site team going to site to undertake ‘pull out tests’ whereby they test the required pile depths for the solar frames.  This is done by installing a trial frame pole into the ground and measuring the loads/energy required to remove it.  The contact has advised he would be happy to meet with Councillors if so required.  The Clerk has also addressed the matter of the Community Fund, and it is hoped an update will be available in time to be reported at the meeting.

15. HGVS USING SCHOOL ROAD / STEWARTS FARM
The Clerk has been copied in to a significant amount of correspondence from local residents regarding the number of lorries based at Stewarts Farm, the number of lorries using local roads at different times, and the damage being caused to roads and verges.  These emails have been directly sent to EFDC Enforcement with supporting evidence of the issues local residents are experiencing.  Over the past 2 months, there has been a active concerted effort by local residents to monitor the issue of HGVs at Stewarts Farm which has been causing disruption to them over the past 6 months or so.  EFDC Enforcement are now investigating the matter with regard to possible breaches of planning.   The Clerk will provide an update at the meeting.

16.  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
a) The new Practitioners Guide 2025 sets out that from 25/26 the Parish Council should have adopted an IT Policy. Attached to the agenda a draft IT policy, based on the NALC Model, for consideration and adoption. Councillors are asked to CONSIDER this.
b) The Parish Council’s website is required to meet the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 AA. The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) Accessibility Regulations 2018 explicitly requires that an accessibility statement is published on the website. As such, Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the draft Accessibility Statement, a copy of which can be found under the relevant tab on the Councils website - Home - Stanford Rivers Parish Council
c) The Parish Council should review its policies and procedures at least one per year. This includes the following documents:
· Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Grants, Bullying and Harassment, Disciplinary, Equality and Diversity, Complaints, GDPR, Planning, Publication Scheme, Reserves, Risk Assessment, Statement of Internal Controls.
The Clerk will email out to Councillors policies where there are proposed amendments (which will be marked in red) and a list (and links) to policies that are not proposed for amendment. Councillors are asked to review and either recommend changes, or readopt these policies.

17. ASSERTION 10 AGAR
To receive an update on the Assertion 10 attended by Cllrs Jackson and Tallon on 9th February 2026.

18. GIGACLEAR
Cllr Jackson has asked that the matter of Gigaclear contract renewals with other options be placed on the agenda.  Cllr Jackson to provide an update.

19. WHITE BEAR PATH
In February, a local resident undertook a significant amount of work to clear White Bear Path.  Councillors are asked to CONSIDER some type of community award for this individual.  An update will be given at the meeting.

20. PLANNING APPLICATIONS & MATTERS
a. Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the following matters:

	1. To CONSIDER any planning applications submitted to the Parish Council for comment as detailed below   

	EPF/0128/26
Full
	The Granary, Colemans Farm, Colemans Lane, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9QN
	Erection of a traditionally designed three-bay cart lodge.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000FKNO3 
(Extension requested)

	EPF/0374/26
Full
	Land off Cumley Road, Toot Hill, Epping, CM5 9SH
	Proposed single infill self-build detached chalet dwelling.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000GP54z
(Extension requested)

	EPF/0469/26
PIP
	Land opposite High Mead, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9LJ
	Permission in Principle for demolition of existing building and erection of self-build dwelling.
https://eppingforestdc.my.site.com/pr/s/planning-application/a0hTv00000GXgVV

	2. To NOTE any planning applications that have been responded to via the Clerks delegated powers

	NIL

	3. To NOTE any planning applications upon which EFDC do not accept comments

	EPF/0342/26
DRC
	Land at Nickerlands, Berwick Lane, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PX
	Approval of Biodiversity Gain Plan Reserved by Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), following approved HMMP under EPF/2196/25, along with Condition 7 (Archaeology), Condition 9 (Great Crested Newts) and Condition 19 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy (BES)) of EPF/1546/24 (Proposed Installation, operation and decommissioning of renewable energy generating station comprising ground-mounted photovoltaic solar arrays together with transformer/inverter stations, site accesses, internal access tracks, security measures, access gates, other ancillary infrastructure and landscaping and biodiversity enhancements).

	4. To NOTE any other planning matters

	1. Appeal:  6 Barn Mead, Toot Hill Road, Ongar, CM5 9SE.  Appeal against refusal of application EPF/1343/25 for the Change of use of Green Belt land to permeable access / turning area.  The Parish Council objected to this application. Written representations.  Pins Reference 6005318. Deadline 7/4/26

2. EFDC Committee: EPF/1216/25 FPP Proposed Solar Farm at Land East of Tawney Common, Theydon Mount, Epping, was refused at the EFDC Planning Committee B on 21st January 2026.

3. Appeal: 22, Murrells Farm, London Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9QE. Appeal against refusal of application EPF/0025/26 for Prior approval for change of use from agricultural building to dwelling. The PC had no objection to this application. Written representations.  Pins Reference 6005725. Deadline 20/4/26.

4. The Clerk has received complaints that the lights from the Paddel Court at 28 Wayletts is extremely bright and causing a distraction for drivers.  Condition number 4 of EPF/0862/23 requires that the proposed landscape scheme as shown on drawing No.02 shall be implemented within 6 months from the date of the decision notice, and if any plant dies, becomes diseased or fails to thrive within a period of 5 years from the date of planting, or is removed, uprooted or destroyed, it must be replaced by another plant of the same kind and size and at the same place.  It seems no landscaping has taken place.  As such, this matter has been reported to EFDC as a possible planning Breach for review – reference FS-Case-815010144 (ENF/0065/26).


	5. To NOTE any planning decisions by EFDC


	EPF/2196/25
DRC
	Land at Nickerlands, Berwick Lane, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PX
	Application for approval of details reserved by condition 6 (BNG - HMMP), 12 (Farmland Bird Mitigation Strategy), 15 (Drainage) and 18 (Hard and Soft Landscaping) on planning permission EPF/1546/24 (Proposed Installation, operation and decommissioning of renewable energy generating station comprising ground-mounted photovoltaic solar arrays together with transformer/inverter stations, site accesses, internal access tracks, security measures, access gates, other ancillary infrastructure and landscaping and biodiversity enhancements).
	Partially approved 7/1/26 – The Parish Council was unable to comment on this application

	EPF/2510/25
PN
	Maybanks Farm, Epping Road, Ongar, CM5 9SQ
	Prior Notification for Agricultural steel portal frame Lean-to.
	Refused 14/1/26


	EPF/2588/25
DRC
	Maybanks Farm, Epping Road, Ongar, CM5 9SQ
	Approval of Details Reserved by Condition 2 Drainage of EPF/0578/25 (Agricultural steel portal frame Hay storage Barn).
	Approved 16/1/26 – The Parish Council is not able to comment on this application

	EPF/2492/25
Full

	Land At Stewarts Farm, School Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PT
	Retrospective change of use and siting of cabin for short-term tourist accommodation.
	Refused 10/2/26 for reasons of inappropriate development in the green belt, and insufficient info ref EFSAC. PC objected to this applicaiton


	EPF/1831/25
Full
	Land adjacent to Willows End, Cumley Road, Toot Hill, CM5 9SJ
	Construction of new dwelling. (Self build).
	Approved 17/2/26 – PC had no objection subject to certain requirements

	EPF/2589/25
LB
	Stewarts Farm House, School Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9PT
	Grade II Listed Building Consent for replacement windows.
	Approved 26/2/26 – PC had no objection

	EPF/0025/25
PA
	22, Murrells Farm, London Road, Stanford Rivers, Ongar, CM5 9QE
	Prior approval for change of use from agricultural building to dwelling.
	Refused 27/2/26 for reasons that didn’t comply with legislation. PC had no objection



21. TOOT HILL VILLAGE HALL

a) Hire Rates 26/27 – Councillors are asked to CONSIDER the hire fees for 26/27.  Councillors are reminded that for 25/26 the non residents hire rates were increased by £1 per hour, however the residents rates remained unchanged.  Attached to the agenda are the 25/26 hire rates.

b) Solar Panels – the new smart meter was installed on 19th January. There remains no response yet from the post office in registering address of the hall.   However, the Clerk will provide an update in terms of the electricity supply / bills from EDF Energy, and how to move forward.

c) To note that after the Clerk filed small claims court proceedings against an individual, the outstanding amount of £92.40 was paid within 24 hours.  The cost to make the claim (£35.00) was not reimbursed.

d) Gigaclear free internet service renewed February 2026.

e) Ceiling Tiles – 10 Ceiling tiles have been purchased as agreed, and have been fitted, although they sit in the frame slightly different to the original tiles and are a slightly different shade of white. Councillors are asked to review if they are happy with the tiles, and if they would like / need any more replaced.

f) Cleaning Rates have increased from £22.50 to £24.00 per hour.


22.  FINANCIAL REPORTS

a. As previously recorded, the Clerk still holds £32.17 in credit for a saving received earlier the prior year.  Since January, the Clerk has paid £35.00 for the small claim court fee, and £79.19 for the ceiling tiles.  As such, the Clerk is now owed a payment of £82.02.

b. To Approve payments, and to note the current status of accounts:
	Reference
	To
	For
	Amount

	BACS
	Adriana Jones
	Clerks Salary Feb & March 2026
	£1,167.92

	BACS
	HMRC
	PAYE Feb & March 2026
	£292.00

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employers NI Feb & March 2026
	£93.88

	BACS
	D Wickham
	THVH Cleaning and phone box tidy Jan & Feb 2026
	£232.50

	BACS
	CouncilWise
	Training Assertion 10 x 2 Councillors
	£60.00
(VAT £10.00)

	BACS
	Thornwood GM
	HGV Sign Mutton Row work
	£87.60
(VAT £14.60)

	D/D
	PWLB
	PWLB Payment March 2026
	£1,318.63

	BACS
	Blackthorne Specialist
	Manufacture of 2 x heritage finger posts
	£ 2,820.00
(VAT £470.00)

	BACS
	Calor Gas
	Bulk Propane replenish at THVH, and service charge
	£975.00
(VAT £46.43)

	BACS
	JAKK Country Furniture
	Letters for Finger posts
	£117.00
(VAT £19.50)

	BACS
	DGM Electrical
	Rectification works THVH following 5 year electrical inspection
	£1,600.00

	BACS
	A Jones
	Reimbursement Ceiling Tiles and Small Claims court fee
	£82.02
(VAT £13.20)



Bank Balances as at 28th February 2026
	Unity Current Account 4775
	£      2,413.98

	Unity Deposit Account 4788
	£    30,633.35



INCOME:  	£   98.00 -  Pilates Nov & Dec (7/1)
			£   52.80 – Victoria Cycling Club hire 25/1 (9/1)
			£   42.90 – T Stone Hire 29/1/26 (13/1)
			£   92.50 – L Cater Hire 29/11 (Small Claims) (13/1)
			£   52.80 – HC Ladies Group Hire Feb & Mar (23/1 U000071)
			£   29.70 – HC Floral Art Club Hire 19/3 (9/2)
			£ 171.60 – M Tallon Folk Club Hire Jan, Feb & Mar (10/2)
			£   56.00 – Including Sport Hire 15/3 (10/2)
			£   21.45 – Ongar Young Farmers hire 10/2 (13/2)
			£   77.00 – A Sainsbury Hire 28/2 (19/2)
 
b. To review the bank reconciliation up to 28th February 2026 alongside the bank statements.

23.  DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS
Councillors are asked to NOTE the date of the next meetings:
· 14th May 2025
· 16th July 2025 (note date change)
· 10th September 2025
· 12th November 2025


24. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
To put forward any items for the next meeting, or to keep on the agenda.
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