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Will There Ever Be An End To The Flooding?
Perhaps it’s just me, but this year seems to be one of the
worst for flooding in some considerable time. We seem
to be experiencing flooding almost on a weekly basis, and
this has been the case since October last year.
The
most severely affected areas seem to be:
• A113 Stanford Rivers by Tracey’s Farm
• A414 near the Vojan restaurant
• B184 through Fyfield near the turning for
Willingale
What we should all find more worrying is that there
seems to be a general acceptance of the situation, with
many people checking social media reports before they
set off on their journey in case they need to take an
alternative route.
I’m sure our resident ‘emergency assistant’ Sam Knipes
has lost count of the number of vehicles he’s been called
upon to rescue, not only from these main roads but other
areas prone to local flooding such as Greensted Road.
Admittedly, we have, and continue to see, a very high
level of rainfall with Essex seeing more than double the
average annual amount of rainfall in both October
December last year as well as very high levels in January.
The three roads most affected are classed by Essex
County Council as being Priority 1 routes, meaning it is a
County Route with importance placed on the need to
maintain free flowing traffic movement on them due to
the function they perform within the network. One could
be forgiven for asking how on earth this is currently being
achieved given the level of disruption the frequent
flooding is causing.

As a result of what seems to be a lack of information as
to what plans are in place to address this issue, the
Parish Council has arranged for a meeting to take place
mid February with Officers at Epping Forest District
Council, together with representatives from other
neighbouring areas including Ongar, Fyfield, and Moreton
Bobbingworth and the Lavers, the purpose being twofold:
1. To express our absolute frustration at the continuing
flooding problems; and
2. To establish what is being done about it.
Many locals are accustomed to the few pitfalls of living in
the countryside, one of which is that roads can, and often
do, become either severely flooded or suffer from surface
water. We know the local roads, and the flooding ‘hot
spots’, and are prepared for it. In wet weather, most of
us adjust our driving behaviour in preparation for what
we may face, however for some this ‘unanticipated’
hazard could be a matter of life and death.
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21st March - CENSUS 2021
Census day is Sunday 21st March 2021, and this year
will be a ‘Digital First’ Census, meaning it should be
completed online! The census is a survey that happens
every 10 years and provides the Office of National
Statistics (ONS) and the Government with a picture of all
the people and households in England and Wales. The
census is unique. There’s simply nothing else that gives so
much detail about us and the society we live in. It
provides data to ascertain what our needs are now, and
what they’re likely to be in the future. It also gives a
snapshot of how we live, for future generations to look
back on. Knowing what your community’s needs are helps
organisations like councils plan and fund public services in
your area and across England and Wales. Information you
give informs where billions of pounds of funding is spent
on things like transport, education and health. Charities
and voluntary organisations often use it as evidence to get
funding. It helps businesses to understand us as
customers and, for example, decide where to open new
shops. Plus, those doing research, like university students
and people looking into their family history, use the
information. Without the census – and without people in
our community providing information about their
household and home – it would be much more difficult to
do this. That’s why it’s so important everyone takes part.
The ONS accept that some people may find completing
the census online challenging, and state they will offer a
wide range of support services to make sure the census is
as accessible and inclusive as possible.

Great News For Toot Hill Village Hall
In October last year, the transfer of ownership of the Toot Hill Village Hall moved
from the Toot Hill Village Hall Charity to the Parish Council, after a period of 50
years of being run by the Charity. The original deed was created in 1970, with both
John Harry Millbank and Phillip William George Millbank providing use of the hall to
the Charity for a period of 50 years with the agreement that the Charity would pay
an annual rent of one shilling on the 25th December each year. The deed specifies
that the hall was to be used as a ‘Village Hall for the use of the inhabitants of
the Parish of Stanford Rivers and the neighbourhood area, without
distinction of sex or of political religious or other opinions and in particular
for use of meetings, lectures and classes, and for other forms of recreation
and leisure time occupation with the object of improving the conditions of
life for the said inhabitants’. In 2014, the Parish Council purchased the land on
which the hall is situated, and once the deed expired the ownership transferred to
the Parish Council. The Parish Council would like to reassure all residents that it
intends to continue with the sentiment of the original deed, and plans to ensure the
village hall thrives as a community space for all residents, and hopefully over time
build on the improvements made by the previous trustees of the charity, and the
great work completed by Ron Hayden. Unfortunately due to the COVID restrictions
the hall is currently closed, however this provides us with an opportunity to ensure
the new administration of the hall is fully implemented. We would like reassure all
residents that the works to ensure the hall is COVID Safe has already taken place in
accordance with Government Guidelines.

Toot Hill Village Hall - Hire the Hall
Parties – Weddings – Community Events – Reasonable Rates
Also available for hire – cutlery – crockery – folding chairs
Contact the booking secretary Vicky on 01992 523402

Discover New Places To Roam During Lockdown
On the front page we spoke about one of the negatives of living in the rural countryside, however this is offset by the
many wonderful and beautiful positives of country living, one of which is the access we have to the most beautiful
and peaceful country landscape. Essex has a vast network of Public Rights of Way which are protected in law, and all
members of the public have a right to their use and enjoyment. Legislation places certain duties and responsibilities
on farmers and landowners in respect of Public Rights of Way that cross land within their ownership and control.
Below is a map which broadly shows you the rights that you and your family are entitled to use. Full details can be
found at the Essex Highways Website (www.essexhighways.org) and searching for the interactive PRoW map.

A footpath is a highway over which the public has a right of way on foot only. A footpath should be at
least 1 metre wide across a field where crops are growing, and 1.5 metres wide where it passes around
the edge of a field.
A bridleway is a highway over which the public has a right of way on foot, horseback and on all types
of bicycle. There may also be a right to drive animals along a bridleway, and this will be made clear
within the Definitive Statement.
A byway open to all traffic (BOAT) is a highway over which the public is entitled to travel on foot,
horseback or pedal cycle and by motorised vehicle of all kinds, including horse-drawn vehicles.
Although legally open to all vehicles, a BOAT is used mainly by the public for walking or riding. Most
byways do not have a sealed surface and may not be suitable for certain vehicles. Vehicles that use a
byway must be taxed, insured and have passed their MOT check just as they would be on the road.
A restricted byway allows right of way on foot, on horseback; leading a horse, riding a bicycle or
using any other vehicle that is not mechanically propelled.

COVID Testing
We’re finally at the stage where if we hold our breath
and cross our fingers, an end may be in sight to what
seems like what has been an eternal lock down. The
Governments vaccine rollout continues with great
momentum, with nearly all those over 80 having been
vaccinated, as well as a great many over 70. A
change in government policy on COVID-19 testing in
Essex means there is now a move towards focussing
on Lateral Flow Testing. These centres can give a
result in around 30 minutes and all residents in Essex
are encouraged to book a Lateral Flow Test to quickly
find out if they have COVID-19 even if they don’t have
symptoms. It is essential to book before turning up for
a test. This will help identify positive asymptomatic
COVID-19 cases and those people who may
unknowingly be spreading the virus. This is
particularly important for those who are unable to
work from home and who come into close contact
with others as part of their job. The closest test
centre is at Theydon Bois Village Hall, Coppice Row,
Theydon Bois,CM16 7ER. It is the 5th of its kind to be
set up in Essex. All residents in Essex are within 12
miles of a centre. Anyone living or working outside of
their home in any district of Essex can access a
Lateral Flow Test at their local centre or the district
they work in. Despite there being a clear decline in
both new COVID cases and the number of deaths,
there are still areas in Essex where cases are rising,
so we must all remain cautious and follow the
guidance.
What if you test positive?
If you test positive following a Lateral Flow Test, you
will be required to arrange a confirmatory PCR test
and to self-isolate immediately. Financial support is
available to help people whose work is affected.
What if you test negative?
If you test negative, it is vital that you continue to
adhere to current COVID-19 guidelines around Hands,
Face, Space.
Lateral Flow Tests are available by appointment only
and you can book online or by calling 0333 772 6144.
Lines are open from 8am to 8pm every day, including
Saturday and Sunday. Alternatively, you can email
booking.confirmation@nhs.net and a member of staff
will contact you to arrange an appointment. To book
online, visit: https://www.essex.gov.uk/getting-testedfor-covid-19/if-you-dont-have-symptoms

Stay Fit And Healthy At Home - Keep Essex Active
With more and more of us spending time at home, Keep Active Essex has compiled some
ideas and videos on how you can keep active when you’re at home, if you are well enough.
Staying active is really important for all of our mental health and wellbeing, and the Keep
Essex Active website provides ideas for keeping the whole family active, including low
impact exercises which are easier on your joints and improves balance and stability, as well
as high energy activity which makes you breathe hard and fast. Need more support? The
Essex Wellbeing Service provides all residents with one place to go for their wellbeing
needs. As well as practical help, it connects people to specialist advice and emotional
support. Visit their https://www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk/ Call: 0300 303 9988

Want to Advertise in this Magazine?

Contact stanfordriverspc@gmail.com –
deadline for next copy 7th September 2020
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Stanford Rivers Neighbourhood Watch
Regular fly tipping remains an issue, one of the latest
occurrences being the depositing of a mattress in the
A113 layby.

Thankfully there seems to have been very little criminal
activity in the Parish over recent months. Normally,
Christmas is renowned as being time in the year when
crime rises, however possibly as a result of the lock down
measures we don’t seem to have experienced a rise.
Over recent months the WhatsApp page has diversified
and provided a valuable service of notifying residents of
the persistent flooding issues, as well as the numerous
accidents which have occurred. Fingers crossed this dry
spell of criminal inactivity will long continue. However do
be aware that there are regular reports of
Landover/Rangerover thefts in the surrounding areas.

Your main NHW coordinator is John Adams:
srpcnw@gmail.com
Tel 01277 362194

Christmas
It was so disappointing that the normal
festive celebrations could not take place in
December as a result of the national
lockdowns. Thankfully both Stanford Rivers
and Toot Hill both had Christmas Trees, but
the normal level celebrations could not take
place. Santa was unfortunately unable to
visit, and the normal mulled wine, mince
pies and hot chocolate could not be served.
It was also pointed out that the lights on
the tree in Stanford Rivers left a lot to be
desired this year, and the decision has been
taken to purchase new lights for next year.
Lets hope things are brighter in 2021!

Budding Journalist?
The News and Views is without doubt in
need of a local touch. Over the years the
publication has changed significantly, and in
its current form is used as a tool for the
Parish Council to update residents on issues
of local concern. However there is
absolutely scope to introduce a more locally
focussed element to its content. If you are
interested in getting more involved with
content, please do contact the Parish Clerk
on stanfordriverspc@gmail.com

Looking For Local PC
Interested in becoming a Special
Community Police Officer? Want to support
your local community? Visit the last page
for more detail, and to find out how you
can make a real difference.
News and Views (the Stanford Rivers Community newsletter) accepts no responsibility for claims of contributors /
advertisers or the quality of the services they provide. If you would like to advertise in this newsletter, or you have
a suggested article or matter of local interest, please contact the Parish Council on stanfordriverspc@gmail.com or
01277 362169

Ongar Wildlife Society (OWLS)
We find ourselves in virtual lockdown once again with
a variant of the coronavirus causing even more
problems due to its greater ease of transmission.
Vaccinations will eventually combat it and in due
course OWLS will start to meet again.
Meanwhile members are adapting to staying at home
and appreciating their local surroundings. Daylight is
lengthening slowly, heralding spring and already trees
and shrubs are starting to bud and other forms of life
are beginning to stir. Many members have been
talking about wildlife and a favourite topic is the way
that hedgehogs survive the harsh conditions of winter.
Here are our findings.
In the summer months when food is plentiful
hedgehogs eat as much as they can and convert the
excess into fat to tide them over the winter. As the
cold weather sets in their food becomes scarce and
difficult to find, especially as the ground becomes hard
and frozen. So they stop feeding and, at the same
time, reduce their need for food by cutting down their
energy requirements. They become inactive, their
bodies cool and their body functions slow down. Their
heart rate decreases from around 190 to just 20 per
minute. Also their body temperature, which is normally
about 35oC drops to 10oC or less, and breathing almost
stops - they take a breath only once every few
minutes. The hedgehogs are now in a state known as
hibernation and must eke out their meagre reserves of
fat.

They begin their hibernation when the temperature
drops and remains low, which usually means
November or December; hedgehogs have a biological
clock that tells them to get ready to hibernate in
anticipation of the severe weather ahead. They will not
emerge until the spring, typically about March, when it
becomes warmer.
Favourite sites for hedgehogs to build their winter
nests are under hedges, in compost heaps and piles of
leaves, and in abandoned rabbit burrows. They will
also pass the cold winter months beneath wooden
outbuildings and sheds. Their nests are untidy and
constructed from dry leaves, grass and other
vegetation and serve as an ideal overcoat to prevent
their bodies from freezing. We should all look out for
hibernating hedgehogs before moving piles of leaves
and logs, especially before burning them as garden
waste.
Keith Snow
Ongar Wildlife Society

Possible Clean Air Zone Through Epping Forest
Epping Forest District Council has agreed a new Interim
Air Pollution Mitigation strategy, which may result in
vehicles being charged to travel through parts of Epping
Forest from 2025. The creation of a Clean Air Zone
(CAZ), in some aspects similar to the congestion charge in
London, would mean certain vehicles, details of which
have not yet been agreed, will be charged a daily fee to
drive through parts of Epping Forest which has been
classified as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This
area runs roughly between the Bell Motel all the way up to
Chingford, and includes areas such as High Beach, the
Wake Arms and Robin Hood roundabouts. The Forest is
known to be adversely affected by relatively poor local air
quality alongside the roads that run through it and this
has been demonstrated to have negatively affected the
epiphytic lichen communities of the woodland. The nature
of the road network around parts of the Forest is such
that journeys between a number of key settlements
around the Forest by car, van or bus effectively need to
use Forest roads. In addition, queues are known to build
up around most arms of the Wake Arms Roundabout,
which increases emissions compared to the same volume
and composition of free-flowing traffic. What this means
for residents is not yet clear, but the rationale behind it is
to provide a means to protect the valued habitat of the
Epping Forest as a result of the emissions from vehicles,
as well as removing a major barrier to the determination
of planning application (many of which currently cannot
be progressed due to the possible detrimental affect they
may have on the SAC). The interim strategy has been
prepared by Epping Forest District Council in consultation

with Natural England and the City of London Corporation.
The CAZ is not the only measure being proposed in the
strategy, with other mitigation measures such as
initiatives to support walking, cycling and increased public
transport use, and increasing the provision of Electric
Vehicle charging points.

Although now agreed, the strategy faced fierce opposition
from a number of Councillors of the District Council after
the decision was ‘called-in’ for further scrutiny which took
place at the Districts Overview and Scrutiny Committee in
December, however after a close vote was ultimately
agreed. This hasn’t stopped widespread upset with
residents, and a special extraordinary meeting of the
District Council was held on Monday 8th February to
discuss the matter further.
Visit www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk for more details.

COVID-19 and Moving Forward
The Parish Council continues to undertake all its
statutory functions, with meetings being held virtually
using Zoom technology. Members of the public and
press are still able to join us at these meeting, with
the link being posted on the Parish Councils website
three clear days before each meeting.
Dealing with Planning Applications
The Parish Council has in place delegated powers to
the Clerk to respond to planning applications after
receiving feedback from Councillors on their views
and opinions. Members of the public are still able to
respond to planning applications by contacting the
planning department at Epping Forest District Council
on 01992 564000, and also by providing us with your
comments.
Toot Hill Village Hall
We are delighted to now be custodians of the Toot
Hill Village, and look forward to it reopening following
a period of closure due to COVID. If you are
interested in hiring the hall, please contact the
booking secretary, who's details are on page 2 of
N&V.
Conclusion of Audit
The 2019/2020 external audit has now been
completed, and the Parish Council received an
‘unqualified’ audit, meaning no issues or concerns
have been raised by the Auditor. Full details are on

the Parish Council website.
A113 Speed
After what seems like years, the Council has been
advised that its proposal to increase the number of
road markings reminding road users that the stretch
of the A113 through Stanford Rivers is a 30mph zone
will be considered by the Local Highway Panel at
their meeting in March. This will also include the
provision of better and more prominent gateway
signs which are situated at each end of the hamlet.
Stay Informed
The Parish Council strongly urges all parishioners to
review regular updates on the Parish Councils
website, follow us on Twitter, and sign up to receive
any urgent news updates via email. Please contact
the Clerk if you wish to do this.
Next meeting 5.30pm Thursday 11th March
Held online via Zoom
Cllr John Glover – Chairman
01277 362169 - j.s.glover@bywaters.co.uk
Adriana Jones – Parish Clerk
077 377 36365 – stanfordriverspc@gmail.com

Visit www.stanfordrivers-pc.gov.uk for latest
Agendas, Minutes and other useful information.

Damage To Toot Hill Village Green
The Parish Council was disappointed to learn of recent damage caused by inconsiderate drivers of vehicles using Toot
Hill Village Green (known as Sharps Green) as their own personal race track. This issue was recently brought to the
attention of the Council at their January meeting, with the suggestion that CCTV could be installed to monitor the
Green, in the hope that such anti social behaviour, and the culprits, could be captured on video. Whilst on face value
this seems like a simple step to take, local authorities are bound by very specific rules when it comes to CCTV, not only
in terms of Data Protection and cost, but also by having to try all other measures to address an issue before deciding
CCTV is the only option. It is extremely unfortunate that some people feel it is appropriate to drive over the green in
this manner, and one can only guess at the lack of consideration of the individuals concerned. The Parish Council has
agreed to keep this issue under review. If you see any such behaviour, we ask that you don’t put yourself at risk, but
if possible obtain the registration number of the vehicle(s) involved and report it directly to the police, in an emergency
by calling 999, or by calling 101.

The Parish Council now has twitter! Follow us @stanfordrivpc
for up to date local information as it happens.

