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Keep Calm and Carry On!
It’s been over 4 months since lock down was introduced,
and slowly but surely we seem to be returning to a
relatively normal life. Whilst not quite there yet, people
are now able to return to work, able to meet up with
friends and family, and can venture out to the shops and
social spaces. This is not without each of us having to
make adjustments, including the wearing of face masks
and ensuring we socially distance. The Government
guidance continues to change on a daily basis, and I am
sure many of us are glued to the news at night to
understand what the latest changes are and what it
means for our daily lives. Holidays can once again be
taken, however not without the constant risk of
disruption or even cancellation. However all being said,
the Parish of Stanford Rivers continues to be strong, self
sufficient, and functioning well as a community.
It is
important to remember that in order to strengthen our
resilience, each of us must continue to follow the
guidance in place. The virus remains active and ready to
pounce. Essex County Council has introduced its own
local outbreak plan and tracker tool which runs alongside
the national NHS Test and Trace service. This is being
delivered in partnership with a number of bodies,
including the Public Health England (PHE) regional team.
This draft plan outlines the plan for local outbreaks of
COVID-19 in the Essex County Council area and how this
works with regional and national systems for COVID-19
control. Their COVID-19 tracker tool can be used to find
out the following information for your local area:
• Total number of confirmed cases
• Daily number of confirmed new cases
• Weekly registered deaths in hospitals
• Weekly registered deaths in care homes
As of Monday 27 July 2020, the total number of
confirmed
cases
of
COVID-19
in
Epping

Virtual Toot Hill Show
Unfortunately due to the Pandemic it was decided that
this years Toot Hill show would be cancelled. This is
obviously extremely disappointing for those of us who
attend each year. Although the show has been
cancelled, the horticultural competition is, in the most
part, still running “virtually”! There are a reduced
number of classes for Baking, Flowers and Plants,
Handicrafts, Photography and Vegetables, and there are
lots of children’s classes. Judging will take place on
Saturday 1st August with results being announced via
Facebook and the website:
(http://www.toothillshow.co.uk/) on Sunday 2nd August.

Forest was 486, a rate of 369.1 cases per 100,000
people. There has been a total of 182 coronavirusrelated deaths registered in Epping Forest up to the week
ending 17 July 2020.
For full details, click on the links in this article or visit
www.Essex.gov.uk. Unfortunately, due to the high
volume of calls, Essex County Council has removed its
main telephone number from their website.

Can I Get Tested?
Anyone who lives in Essex who has symptoms of
coronavirus can now get tested. You can book a test on
the NHS website or call 119. If you are an essential
worker and you meet the criteria, book a test on
www.GOV.uk. If you’re unable to visit a test centre you
may be able to book a home test
if you meet
the eligibility criteria.

Essex Wellbeing Service
The Essex Welfare Service which was launched in quick
response to Covid-19 in March and successfully recruited
thousands of volunteers to help support vulnerable
residents who were shielding, is building on its success by
relaunching as the Essex Wellbeing Service from this
month.
Almost 9,000 vulnerable people across Essex
have received support during the Covid-19 pandemic from
specialist providers and from over 3,000 volunteers. The
new Service, delivered by local community interest
company (CIC) Provide, will now link all Essex residents
including parents and families with the practical,
emotional and social care support they need as they adapt
to ‘the new normal’ of their lives as lockdown eases.
Volunteers will continue to play an active role in the
success of Essex Wellbeing Service working with local,
neighbourhood responses to requests for support.
Councillor
Susan
Barker,
Cabinet
Member
for
Communities, Essex County Council, said: “As Essex
moves out of nationwide lockdown, the Essex Welfare
Service will be building upon this incredible success by
evolving into the Essex Wellbeing Service, giving our
county’s residents a simple way of accessing advice and
support for all their wellbeing needs.”
The website which was launched in under a week for
people to register requests for support during Covid-19, or
offer their help as a volunteer, has been rebranded as
Essex Wellbeing Service. The helpline for Essex
Wellbeing Service is already live and residents can access
services immediately by calling 0300 303 9988. Visit
www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk

VE Day Celebrations – Tell Us Your Story
Many of you will recall that plans were being made across
the country to commemorate VE Day 75 - a three-day
international celebration due to take place from 8th to 10th
May 2020. This event unfortunately fell victim to the
COVID-19 Pandemic, with all events across the country
being cancelled. It was hoped that some form of joint
event could take place alongside VJ Day celebrations
scheduled to take place on 15th August, however this too
now seems very unlikely.
Victory in Europe (VE) Day on 8 May 1945 saw Britain and
its Allies formally accept Nazi Germany's unconditional
surrender after almost six years of war. At 15:00, Prime
Minister Winston Churchill announced on the radio that
the war in Europe had come to an end, following
Germany's surrender the day before. However many
thousands of Armed Forces personnel were still engaged
in bitter fighting in the Far East. Victory over Japan would
come at a heavy price, and Victory over Japan Day (VJ
Day) marks the day Japan surrendered on the 15 August
1945, which in effect ended the Second World War.
Fighting in the Asia-Pacific took place from Hawaii to North
East India. Britain and the Commonwealth’s principle
fighting force, the Fourteenth Army, was one of the most
diverse in history – more than 40 languages were spoken,
and all the world’s major religions represented. Churchills
address included the following:

“The German war is therefore at an end. After years of

intense preparation Germany hurled herself on Poland at
the beginning of September, 1939, and in pursuance of
our guarantee to Poland and in common action with the
French Republic, Great Britain, the British Empire and
Commonwealth of Nations declared war against this foul
aggression. After gallant France had been struck down,
we from this island and from our united empire
maintained the struggle single-handed for a whole year
until we were joined by the military might of Soviet
Russia, and later by the overwhelming power and
resources of the United States of America. Finally, almost
the whole world was combined against the evil-doers who
are now prostrate before us. Gratitude to our splendid
Allies goes forth from all our hearts.”
The Government has created a website where you are
able to hear fascinating stories of those involved in the
conflict - https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/. However I am sure
that as a community we too have some stories to tell.
We would love to hear any stories of family members
involved in, or part of, the original VE / VJ day
celebrations back in 1945. How was this celebrated in
Toot Hill and Stanford Rivers? Are there any pictures? If
you have any stories, please do send them to
stanfordriverspc@gmail.com, or if you are unable to email,
please contact the Clerk on 077 377 36365. It would be
great to publish stories and pictures in our next edition.

Public Rights Of Way – Your Responsibilities
The County’s network of Public Rights of Way are protected in law, and all members of the public have a right to their
use and enjoyment. Legislation places certain duties and responsibilities on farmers and landowners in respect of
Public Rights of Way that cross land within their ownership and control. Similarly, developers wishing to build on land
that is crossed by a Public Right of Way must bear in mind their responsibility to ensure that the public are still able to
make use of the Right of Way. The Parish Council has recently been made aware of a number rights of way that are
obstructed, and have reported these to Essex County Council.
Your Responsibilities as a user
Be safe - plan ahead and take a map, Leave gates and
property as you ﬁnd them, Protect plants and animals
and take litter home, Keep dogs under close control at all
times and clear up after them, Consider other people
both using the path and those that live close to it, Be
mindful that the land you walk through is private and
should be respected, Know the limit of your rights, for
example you cannot use a bicycle on a footpath.

Landowner Responsibilities
Keep hedgerows clear from overhanging and obstructing
passage, Keep crops clear by cutting or spraying and
ensure that after disturbing the ground that the path is
flattened and marked out across the field, Obtain the
consent of the highway authority before putting in
structures such as gates on a Public Right of Way, Ensure
that stiles and gates are kept in good repair and are easy to
use.

A Multitude of Face Masks
I am sure that many of you have faced the dilemma of which is the best face mask to use to maximise your chances
of not spreading, nor catching, COVID-19. On the following page is some clear guidance from the World Heath
Organisation about how to safely wear a mask, however there have also been some other ‘inventive’ facemask ideas,
none of which the World Health Organisation are recommending you use!

How Should I Dispose Of My PPE?
If you have been using face masks and gloves in the
current Coronavirus situation please be aware that they
should not be put into your recycling.
Put PPE in your black bin - All used PPE (such as face
masks and gloves) should go into your black wheeled bins.
Do not place them into recycling sacks as this will
contaminate them and may result in them not being
collected. Face masks are made of composite materials
and plastic gloves cannot be recycled. Also much of
this could be contaminated, so it is dangerous to manual
staff as it cannot always be handled by mechanical means.
If you’re self-isolating - If you’re self-isolating due to
suspected or confirmed Coronavirus, please take the
following steps:

Place all contaminated waste (such as tissues) in a bag
and seal securely
• Place this bag in another bag and tie securely
• Store the bag away from other waste and recycling for
3 days and then place in your general waste as normal
Dispose of PPE in your black bin - Cllr Nigel Avey,
Epping Forest District Cabinet Member for Environmental
and Technical Services said “It is important for residents
to take care in placing any PPE they are disposing of in the
right waste container. Not only could it be a hazard for
our refuse collectors if the items are placed in the wrong
bin or bag, but could also mean the waste is not
collected.”
•

BEWARE COVID Scammers

Updated Guidance

Reports on social media suggest some residents have
been approached by Scammers pretending to be from
the Council, and Epping Forest District Council is issuing
a very clear warning - Shut the door and call the
police!
Councillor Holly Whitbread, Portfolio Holder responsible
for Community Safety said “If you think someone
is trying to scam you, shut the door and call the police.
Never let anyone into your home unless you are 100%
sure they are genuine. Unless there are emergency
exceptions, we almost never send staff out to you
without making an appointment first. Our staff carry ID.
If you are not expecting a visit or are in any doubt, you
should phone the council on 01992 564000 quoting
the ID to double check and make sure. Councillor
Whitbread continued stating that “Coronavirus has made
it even less likely that a genuine person will turn up
unannounced on your doorstep. Great care is being taken
by all reputable organisations to minimise direct contact
between people as we battle to reduce the spread of the
disease. Council and other staff will only turn up at your
home if there is no other way of providing a service and
will be happy to wait on the doorstep while you shut
them out and check they are genuine.

Around 2.2 million people with severe health conditions
have been following shielding guidance from the
Government. Now shops, restaurants and businesses are
reopening as lockdown rules ease, the Government has
relaxed their advice to those shielding in two stages.
Changes from 6 July
Stage 1 - From Monday 6 July, those shielding can
spend time outdoors in a group of up to six people
(including people outside of their household). This can be
in a public outdoor space, or in a private garden or
uncovered yard or terrace.
Stage 2 - From Saturday 1 August, advice to those
shielding will be relaxed further, and some support
services will stop. More information will be announced on
1 August. General advice throughout both stages, to
anyone who has been shielding remains the same Stay at home as much as possible and take precautions
when you do go out.
•
Wash your hands regularly
•
Avoiding touching your face
•
Keep 2 metres away from people outside of your
household or bubble wherever possible
Councillor Holly Whitbread, Epping Forest District Council
Portfolio Holder for Housing and Community Service said
“We understand that this has been a challenging time for
everyone across the Epping Forest district and beyond.
We will continue to work alongside Voluntary Action
Epping Forest to support our residents where we can as
the guidelines change.

If you suspect you've been the victim of fraud or have
information about a potential fraudster, you can report
this to Essex Police at www.essex.police.uk, or phone
101.
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Stanford Rivers Neighbourhood Watch

Whilst generally crime is low in our Parish, there seems to
have been yet another spate of vehicle thefts. On 24th
July a burglary was reported in Stanford Rivers, where an
outside container was broken in to and both a John Deere
tractor and John Deere lawn-mower stolen, along with
two road bikes. A trailer was seen speeding down Berwick
Lane and Shonks Mill Road around midnight. There was
also multiple vehicle thefts reported at the end of June in
and around the Parish, including a Ford Kuga stolen from
a drive in Toot Hill on 25th June, and a white Range Rover
Velar also stolen off a drive in Stanford Rivers on 22nd

June. These thieves are sophisticated, and use not only
distraction techniques but may also clone your key prior
to the actual theft itself in what is a targeted attack. Be
vigilant – always be aware of people ‘hanging around’
whilst you enter and exit your vehicle. Use a faraday bag
to store your keys, and only get it out of the bag when
you are ready to open the car door.
Essex Police has a 10 step guide to keeping your car safe
–
visit
https://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crimeprevention/theft-of-a-vehicle/vehicle-attracting-thieves/ to
find out what you can do to protect yourself and your
vehicle.
Your main NHW coordinator is John Adams:
srpcnw@gmail.com
Tel 01277 362194

Introducing the Epping Forest Youth Council
Welcome to the Epping Forest Youth Council 2020 who took up office in April 2020. Due to the unforeseen closure of
schools and the inability to hold the Youth Council elections, Epping Forest District Council has made the decision to
continue the work of the Youth Council without election and therefore the 27 eligible candidates were invited to join
the Epping Forest Youth Council. It is an extraordinary decision, but it has been an extraordinary situation that we
found ourselves in. Youth Council meetings and training are being held on ZOOM every Tuesday evening. For further
information contact Di Gilson-Butler 01992 564 365 dbutler@eppingforestdc.gov.uk. Your youth Councillors are:

News and Views (the Stanford Rivers Community newsletter) accepts no responsibility for claims of contributors /
advertisers or the quality of the services they provide. If you would like to advertise in this newsletter, or you have
a suggested article or matter of local interest, please contact the Parish Council on stanfordriverspc@gmail.com or
01277 362169

Drones – Friend or Foe?
Drones are now a mainstream gadget in the UK and with
a huge range of applications these intelligent pieces of kit
are now being used for everything from entertainment
and racing, to photography, news gathering and SAR. But
there are some bad apples spoiling it for the rest. Since
the start of 2020 there have been numerous reports of
drone mis-use in the local area. In Ongar residents were
aware of a drone hovering over their properties and they
were very worried about their privacy. The drone owner
was found and was issued with a Community Protection
Warning after Ongar beat officer PC Warren Shepherd
received numerous complaints about the drone being
flown over houses on Shelley Estate, Ongar. The owner
claimed they were unaware of the legislation related to
flying them. However sometimes it’s not easy to find out
where a drone is being operated from, with many highend models being capable of reaching up to five miles
from the operator’s position. In Toot Hill and Stanford
Rivers there have been many reports of people being
followed on foot and by car, and drones hovering over
people’s property during the day and late at night.

to prison.
❑ Always keep your drone or model aircraft in direct
sight and make sure you have a full view of the
surrounding airspace.
❑ Never fly above 400ft (120m). Your drone or model
aircraft must never be more than 400ft (120m) from
the surface of the earth. This will help you to avoid
colliding with planes, helicopters and other aircraft,
which normally fly higher than this. Always look and
listen out for other aircraft that may be flying below
400ft (120m), such as air ambulances and police
helicopters.
❑ Never fly closer to people than 50m (Height &
Distance).
❑ Never fly closer than 50m (Height & Distance) to
Buildings, structures, vehicles, trains, boats and other
types of transport.
❑ Never fly closer to built-up and busy areas than 150m
(Distance). Never fly above these areas at any height.
Examples of built-up and busy areas:
▪ cities and towns
▪ villages
▪ beaches and recreational parks that are part of a
city, town or village
▪ housing estates
▪ schools and offices
▪ retail, warehouse, industrial and business parks
▪ theme parks

What should you do if you see a drone hovering
over your property? If this happens to you then you
should call the police on 101 or report it online, also try
and provide as much detail about the drone as you can.
Note things such as colour, number of propellers, and
direction of travel. If you have them to hand, use a pair of
binoculars to get a clearer view of the drone and look for
any ID stickers. It is against the law to fly a drone or
model aircraft that does not show a valid operator ID.
For the full list of rules and regulations go to:
www.register-drones.caa.co.uk/drone-code
What are the Laws on flying drones?
It is against the law to fly a drone or model aircraft
without passing the theory test or registering yourself and
Article: Sam Knipes
your drone. You can also be fined for breaking the law
when flying. In the most serious cases, you could be sent

Ongar Wildlife Society (OWLS)
With no foreseeable meetings of OWLS and the very
pleasant weather, many members have been spending
more time in their gardens. Now is the time to see
butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies. Sitting in the
garden today with a glass of wine, it was great to see
small white butterflies dancing in the sunlight and joined
at irregular intervals by meadow browns and the
occasional holly blue, red admiral, peacock and orange tip
(pictured). We have planted a large pot with nasturtiums
and the first female small white butterflies have visited
them to lay their eggs. Soon the eggs will hatch and the
caterpillars feed and grow, eventually becoming the next
generation of butterflies. In the background the bird
feeders with sunflower hearts were receiving constant
attention by blue tits, great tits, coal tits and
greenfinches.
The robin waited its turn but its patience was eventually
rewarded. Robins are not as adept as the others at
perching but are still able to maintain their position to
take seeds by flapping their wings. Sunflower seeds are
one of the most nutritious foods that you can feed to
birds. They are packed with fat and protein and are rich

in vitamins and minerals such as vitamin B, calcium, iron
and potassium, essential for keeping birds healthy.
Sunflower hearts have a major advantage as the birds do
not have to remove the husk which means that these are
not left behind on the ground after the birds have fed.
When OWLS starts again, meetings will be held at 8pm at
Budworth Hall, High Street, Chipping Ongar CM5 9JG on
the third Monday evening of the month at 8pm, but
unfortunately this will not be for some time yet.

COVID-19 and Moving Forward
The Parish Council continues to undertake all its
statutory functions, the only difference being that all
our meetings are now held virtually using Zoom
technology. Members of the public and press are still
able to join us at these meeting, with the link being
posted on the Parish Councils website three clear
days before each meting.
Dealing with Planning Applications
The Parish Council has in place delegated powers to
the Clerk to respond to planning applications after
receiving feedback from Councillors on their views
and opinions. Members of the public are still able to
respond to planning applications by contacting the
planning department at Epping Forest District Council
on 01992 564000, and also by providing us with your
comments.
Toot Hill Village Hall
On 25th December 2019, the 50 year lease on the
Toot Hill Village Hall to the Toot Hill Village Hall
Charity came to and end. At their meeting on 12th
March, the Charity agreed to start the process of
transferring the management of the hall to the Parish
Council. This process takes some time, however we
hope that all the final arrangements will be in place
by the end of the year. From a residents perspective
there will be no change – the hall will remain in use
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish.
Notice of Annual Audit and Public Rights
Each year the Parish Council undergoes an Audit by

an external organisation, and any local elector or
interested person has a right to inspect the
accounting records and related documentation. Full
details can be found on the Parish Councils Website.
The period of public rights ends on 28th August 2020.
A113
Due to the Pandemic, the application made by the
Parish Council for additional 30MPH roundels on the
A113 through Stanford Rivers has been delayed. We
have been advised that funding for this scheme will
not be available until 2021/2022, and that the
application is going through the validation process.
Stay Informed
The Parish Council strongly urges all parishioners to
review regular updates on the Parish Councils
website, follow us on Twitter, and sign up to receive
any urgent news updates via email. Please contact
the Clerk if you wish to do this.
Next meeting 5.30pm Thursday 10th September
2020
Held online via Zoom
Cllr John Glover – Chairman
01277 362169 - j.s.glover@bywaters.co.uk

Adriana Jones – Parish Clerk
077 377 36365 – stanfordriverspc@gmail.com

Visit www.stanfordrivers-pc.gov.uk for Agendas,
Minutes and other useful information.

St Margaret’s Church – A Note From Rev’d Taylor
Dear Friends - The last few months have been very challenging for many people. We were glad that we were able to
get offers of help out to the people of our community just before lockdown prevented this and a number of people
contacted us as a result. We continue to seek ways that we as a church can be of service to our community. As a
church we have been prevented from meeting in the church building for our regular services of worship and other
meetings. However the church is the people and not the building and we have continued to meet online to study God’s
word to us and to pray for his help. We have now heard from the government that we can shortly restart services in
the church building although at the time of writing they have not published the detailed guidelines and we therefore
don’t know what regulations and restrictions will be placed upon us. When we do reopen for worship we will put
notices on the church notice board and website. As I said, these times have been very challenging and have caused
people to ask the big questions of life. According to Google there has been a fantastic increase in searches for ‘prayer’
and statistics published indicate a significant proportion of people in the country engaging with some form of online
worship. We are considering how we can explore these big questions of life and will be looking at running some events
in the autumn to help people in their enquiries. Keep a look out on our website for details. On a more practical note,
I have previously written about the need to repair the churchyard wall which is in a state of disrepair. We have now
got to the point where some work will be done on it this summer, although we still need to raise significant extra funds
to complete the works. The effects of this virus will be with us for a significant time yet, so I encourage you to stay
safe and I wish you God’s blessing in these difficult times.

Rev’d Neil Taylor - Parish Priest

The Parish Council now has twitter! Follow us @stanfordrivpc
for up to date local information as it happens.

